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INTRODUCTION. 


S the States General of the United Provinces have 

acknowledged the independency of the United States 

of North America, and made a treaty of commerce with 

them, it may not be improper to prefix a ſhort account of 

John Adams, Eſq; who, purſuing the intereſts of his 
country, hath brought about theſe important events. 

Mr. Adams is deſcended from one of the firſt families 
which founded the colony of the Maſſachuſets Bay in 1630. 
He applied himſelf early to the ſtudy of the laws of his 
country ; and no ſooner entered upon the practice there- 
of, but he drew the attention, admiration, and eſteem of 
his countrymen, on account-of his eminent abilities and 
probity of character. Not ſatisfied with barely maintain- 
ing the rights of individuals, he ſoon ſignalized himſelf 
in the defence of his country, and mankind at large, by 
writing his admirable Diſſertation on the Canon and 
Feudal Laws; a work ſo well worth the attention of every 
man who is an enemy to eccleſiaſtical and civil Jrannys 
that it is here ſubjoined. It ſhowed the author at an early 
period capable of ſeconding efficaciouſly the formation of 
_ republics on the principles of juſtice and virtue. Such a 
man became moſt naturally an object of Governor Barnard's 
ſeduction. The perverſion of his abilities might be of uſe in 
a bad cauſe ; the corruption of his principles might tarniſh 
the beſt. But the arts of the Governor, which had ſucceed- 
ed with ſo many, were ineffectual with Mr. Adams, who 
openly declared he would not. accept a favour, however 
flatteringly offered, which might in any manner 9 
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1 ] 
him with the enemy of the rights of his country, or tend 


to embarraſs him, as it had happened with too many 
others, in the diſcharge of his duty to the public. Se- 


duction thus failing of its ends, calumny, menaces, and 


the height of power were made uſe of againſt him. They 
loſt the effect propoſed, but had that, which the ſhow of 
baſeneſs and violence ever produce on a mind, truly vir- 
tuous. They increaſed his honeſt firmneſs, becauſe they 
manifeſted, that the times required more than ordinary 
exertions of manlineſs. In conſequence of this conduct, 
Mr. Adams obtained the higheſt honours which a virtu- 
ous man can receive {rom the good and the bad. He was 
honoured with the diſapprobation of the Governor, who 
refuſed his admiſſion into the council of the province; 
and he met with the applauſe of his countrymen in gene- 
ral, who ſent him to aſſiſt at the Congreſs in 1754, 
in which he was moſt active, being one of the principal 


promoters of the famous reſolution of the 4th of July, 


when the colonies declared themſelves FREE AND INDE- ' 
PENDENT STATES. | | 
This ſtep being taken, Mr. Adams ſaw the inefficacy of 
meeting the Engliſh Commiſſioners, and voted againſt 
the propoſition ; Congreſs, however, having determined 
to purſue this meaſure, ſent him, together with Dr. 
Franklin and Mr. Rutledge, to General Howe's head 
quarters. Theſe Deputies, leading with them, in a manly 
way, the hoſtages which the general had given for their 
ſecuritv, marched to the place of conference, in the midit 
of twenty thouſand men ranged under arms. Whether 
this military ſhew was meant to do honour to the Ame- 
ricans, or to give them an high idea of the Engliſh force, 
is not worth enquiry, If its object was to terrify the Pe- 
puties of Congreſs, it failed; making no more impreſſion 
on them, than the ſudden diſcovery of elephants did upon 
certain embaſſadors of old. The utmoſt politeneſs having 
paſſed on both ſides, the conference ended, as had been 
foreſeen, without any effect. - 
Mr. Adams having been fiſteen months one of the 
Commiſſioners of the War department, and a principal 
ſuzgeſtor of the terms to be offered to France, for forming 
treaties of alliance and commerce, he was ſent to the 
2 | | court 


„ 
court of Verſailles, as one of the Miniſters Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States. After continuing ſome time 
inveſted with this important truſt, he returned to Ame- 
rica; where he no ſooner appeared, than he was called 
upon by the State of Maſſachuſets Bay, to aſſiſt in forming 
a ſyſtem of government, that might eftabliſh the rights 
of all on clear, juſt, and permanent grounds. He was 
never employed in a buſineſs more agreeable to himſelf; 
for, the happineſs of his Fellow-Citizens is his great ob- 
ject, He ſought not honour in this arduous undertaking, 
but it fell ultimately upon Him. He has gained it all 
over Europe. If he endeavoured to obtain by it the 
eſteem and love of his countrymen, he has ſucceeded ; 
for they know they are chiefly indebted to him for the 
conſtitution of the State of Maſſachuſets Bay, as it ſtands 
at this day. 3 | 
This important buſineſs being completed to the ſatiſ- 
faction of all, he came back to Europe, with full powers 
from Congrels to aſſiſt at any conferences which might be 
opened for the eſtabliſnment of peace; and had ſent him, 
ſoon after, other powers to negociate a loan of money 
for the uſe of the United States; and to repreſent them, 
as their Miniſter Plenipotentiary, to their High Mighti- 
neſſes the States General of the United Provinces. Such 
important truſts ſhew, in what eſtimation he is held by 
his country; and his manner of exccuting them, that con- 
fidence is well placed. | 
On his arrival in Holland, nothing could have been 
more unpromiſing to the happy execution of his mithon, 
than were the affairs of that country. The influence 
of the Court of St. James's over a certain ſet of men, 
the intereſt that many had in the funds and commerce of 
England, ande the dread of her power, which generally 
prevailed throughout the Provinces, obliged him to act 
with the utmoſt circumſpection. Unknown, and at firſt 
unnoticed, (at leaft but by a few) he had. nothing to do 
but to examine into the ſtate of things, and characters of 
the leading men. This neceffary knowledge was ſcarce!y 
acquired, when the conduct of the Britiſh Miniſtry af- 
forded him an opportunity of ſhewing himſelf more 
openly, The contempt, 1 * and violence, with which 
2 h tne 
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the whole Belgic nation was treated, gave him great 
advantages over the Engliſh Embaſſador at the Hague. 

He ſerved himſelf of his rivals raſhneſs and folly with 
owe coolneſs and ability; and, by conſequence, became 
o particularly obnoxious to the prevailing party, that 
he did not dare to go to a village ſcarcely a day's journey 
from his reſidence, but with the utmoſt ſecrecy : the fate 
of Doriſlaus was before his eyes. Having been therefore 
under the neceſſity of making himſelf a Burgher of Am- 
ſterdam, for protection againſt the malice of the times, 
he ſoon gained the good opinion of the Magiſtrates by his 

3 conduct as a private Citizen. The bad policy of 

ngland, enabled him to ſtep forward as a public cha- 

racter. As ſuch, he preſented. to the States General his 
famous Memorial, dated the 19th of April, 1781, where- 
in the declaration of the independency of America on the 
_ 4th of July, 1776, was juſtified; the unalterable reſo- 
lution of the United States to abide thereby aſſerted; the 
intereſt that all the powers of Europe, and particularly 
the States General, have in maintaining it, proved; the 
political and natural grounds of a commercial connection 
between the two Republics pointed out ; and information 
given that the Memorialiſt was inveſted with full powers 
from Congreſs to treat with their High Mightineſles for 

the good of both countries. | OE: ; 
The preſenting this Memorial was a delicate ſtep ; 
Mr. Adams was ſenſible, that he alone was anſwerable 
for its conſequences, it being taken not merely from his 
own ſingle ſuggeſtion, but contrary to the opinion and 
advice of ſome of great weight and authority. How- 
ever, maturely conſidering the meaſure, he ſaw it in all 
its lights, and boldly ventured on the undertaking. The 
full and immediate effect of it was not expected at once. 
The firſt object was, that the nation ſhould conſider the 
matter thoroughly; it being evident, that the more it 
was ruminated on, the more obvious would be the ad- 
vantages and neceſſity of a connection between the two 
countries. When, therefore, the Memorial was taken by 
the States General ad reſerendum, the firſt point was gain- 
ed; the people thought of, and reaſoned on the matter ſet 
before them; many excellent writings appeared, * 
. mage 
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made the nen impreſſion; a weekly paper in particular, 


entitled Le Politique Hollandois, drew the attention of 
all, on account of its information, the ſoundneſs of its 
argument, and its political judgment and patriotiſm. 
At length the time came when the work was to be com- 
pleated: the generality of the people of Holland, ſeeing the 
neceſſity of opening a new courſe to their trade, which 
the violent aggreſſion of England, and the commercial 
ſpirit of other nations tended to diminiſh, demanded an 
immediate connection with the United States of America, 
as a means of indemnifying themſelves for the loſs which 
a declared enemy had brought on them, and the rivalſhip 
of neighbouring nations might produce. 3 
Mr. Adams ſeized the occaſion which the public diſ- 
_ poſition afforded him, and preſented his Ulteriour Addreſs 
of the gth of January, 1782; referring therein to his 
Memorial of the 19th of April, 1781, and demanding'a 
categorical anſwer thereto, - The Lowns, Cities, Quar- 
ters, and States of the ſeveral Provinces took, the whole 
matter into immediate deliberation, and inſtructed their 
| ſeveral Deputies, in the States General, to concur in the 
admiſſion of Mr. Adams in quality of Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of North America. This was 
done by a reſolution, paſſed by their High Mightineſles 
the 19th of April, 1782; and on the 22d of the ſame 
month, Mr. Adams was admitted accordingly, with all the 
uſual ceremonies. | | Ts 
This event ſeems to have been as great a blow as any 
that has been given to the pride and intereſts of England 
during the war. It ſhewed the Dutch were no longer 
over-awed by the power of their enemy, for they dared 
to brave him to his teeth. It ſet an example to other 
nations, 'to partake of the commerce of thoſe countries, 
which England had loft by her inconſiderate conduct. It 
confounded at once the Engliſh partiſans in Holland, and 
proved that Sir Joſeph Yorke was not the great miniſter 
he had hitherto been ſuppoſed to be. It gave occaſion to 
an ambaſſador of one of the greateſt monarchs of Europe 
to ſay to Mr. Adams: Vous avez frappe, Monſieur, le plus 
grand coup de tout! Europe. Ceft le plus grand coup, qui 
a te frappe dans le cauſe Americain. C'eſt vous qui a effraye 
| et 
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et terraſſe les Auglomannes. C'eſt vous qui a rempli cette 
nation d*enthouſiaſme. And then turning to another gen- 
tleman, he ſaid, Ce net pas pour faire compliment a 2 
ſieur Adams, que je dis celu: c'gſt parcequ en veritt, je crois 
gue c'ęſt ſa due. 
This diplomatic compliment has been followed by others. 
I tranſcribe with pleaſure a convivial one contained in the 
following lines, which an ingenious and patriotic Dutch- 
man addreſſed to his excellency Mr. Adams, on drinking 
to him out of a large beautiful glaſs, which is called a 
boccale, and had inſcribed round its brim, Aurea Libertas : 


AuREA LiBERTAS! gaude! pars altera mundi 
Vindice te renuit ſubdere colla jugs. 
Hee tibi legatum quem conſors Belga recepit 
Pettore ſincero pocula plena fero. 
Utraque gens nectet, mox ſuſpicienda tyrannis, 
- Que libertati vincula ſacra precor “ 

They who have an opportunity of knowing his Excel- 
lency Mr. Adams trace in his features the moſt unequi- 
vocal marks of probity and candour. He unites to that 
gravity, ſuitable to the character with which he is inveſt- 
ed, an aftability, which prejudices you in his favour. 
Although of a filent turn, as William the Prince of Orange 
was, and moſt great men are, who engage in important 
affairs, he has nevertheleſs a natural eloquence for the 
diſcuſſion of matters which are the objects of his miſſion, 
and for the recommending and enforcing the truths, mea- 
ſures, and ſyſtems, which are dictated by ſound policy. 
He has ncither the corrupted nor corrupting principles 
of Lord Cheſterfield, nor the qualities of, Sir Jokph 
Yorke, but the plain and virtuous demeanor of vir 
William Temple. Like him too he is ſimple in nego- 
ciation, where he finds candour in thoſe who treat with 
him. Otherwiſe he has the ſeverity of a true republican, 
his high idea of virtue giving him a rigidneſs, which makes 
it difficult for him to accommodate himſelf to thoſe in- 
trigues which European politics have introduced into 


negociation. 1! fait gue Part de negocier weſt pas Part 


d'intriguer 


LIE 

dintriguer et de tromper ; quil ne conſiſte pas a corrompre ; 
a ſe jouer des ſermens et a ſemer les alarmes et les diuiſions; 
q ͥ un negociateur habile peut parvenir d ſon but ſans ces 
expediens, qui ſont la triſte reſſource des intriguans. ſans avoir 
recours d des manœuures detournes et extracrdinaires, II 
trowve dans la nature meme des affaires quil-negocte des in- 
cidens propres a faire reuffir tous ſes projets. 


MEMORIAL 
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10 THEIR | 
HIGH MIGHTINESSES 
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United Provinces of the Low Countries; 


High and Mighty Lords; 
| HE Subſctiber has the hohour to propofe to your 
High Mightineſſes, that the United States of Ame- 
rica, in Congreſs aſſembled, have lately thought fit to 
ſend him a commiſſion (with full powers and inſtructions) 
to confer with your High Mightineſſes concerning a treaty 
of amity and commerce, an authentic copy of which he 
has the honour to annex to this memorial. 
At the times when the treaties between this Republic 
and the Crown of Great Britain were made; the people, 
who now compoſe the United States of America, were 
a part of the Engliſh nation; as ſuch, allies of the Re- 
public; and parties to thoſe treaties ; entitled to all their 
benefits, and ſubmitting chearfully to all their obligations. 
It is true, that when the Britiſh Adminiſtration, re- 
nouncing the ancient character of Engliſhmen for gene- 
roſity; juſtice; and humanity, conceived the deſign of 
ſubverting the political ſyſtems of the Colonies ; depriving 
them of the rights and liberties of Engliſhmen, and re- 
ducing them to the worſt of all forms of government; 
ſtarving the people by blockading the ports, and cutting 
off their fiſheries and 2 ; ſending fleets and ar- 
| | mies 
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mies to deſtroy every principle and ſentiment of liberty, 
and to conſume their habitations and their lives ; making 
contracts for foreign troops, and alliances with ſavage 
nations to aſſiſt them in their enterpriſe; caſting for- 
mally, by act of parliament, three millions of people at 
once out of the protection of the Crown: Then, and not 
till then, did the United States of America, in Congreſs 
aſſembled, paſs that memorable act, by which they aſ- 

ſumed an equal ſtation among the nations. | 
This immortal declaration, of the 4th of July, 1776, 
when America was invaded by an hundred veffels of war, 
and, according to eſtimates laid before parliament, by 
555000 of veteran troops, was not the effect of any ſud- 
en paſſion or enthuſiaſm ; but a meaſure which had been 
long in deliberation among the people, maturely diſcuſſed 
in ſome hundreds of popular aflemblies, and by public 
writings in all the ſtates. It was a meaſure which Con- 
8 did not adopt, until they had received the poſitive in- 
ructions of their conſtituents in all the States: It. was 
then unanimouſly adopted by r ſubſcribed by all 


its members, tranſmitted to the aſfemblies of the ſeveral 


States, and by them reſpectively accepted, ratified, and 
recorded among their archives; ſo that no decree, edict, 
ſtatute, placart, or fundamental law of any nation was 
ever made with more ſolemnity, or 'with more unanimity 
or cordiality adopted, as the act and conſent of the whole 


people, than this: And it has been held facred to this 


day by every ſtate, with ſuch unſhaken firmneſs, that 
not even the ſmalleſt has ever been induced to depart 
from it; although the Engliſh have waſted many millions, 
and vaſt fleets and armies, in the vain attempt to invali- 
date it. On the contrary, each of the Thirteen States 
has inſtituted a form of government for itſelf, under the 
AUTHORITY OF THE PEOPLE ; has erected its legiſla- 
ture in the ſeveral branches; its executive authority with 
all its offices; its judiciary departments and judges ; its 
army, militia, revenue, and ſome of them their navy: 
And all thoſe departments of government have been regu- 
larly and conſtitutionally organized under the affociated 
ſuperintendency of Congreſs, now theſe five years, and 
have acquired a conſiſtency, ſolidity, and activity equal 
to the oldeſt and moſt eſtabliſhed governments. It 1s 
_— N 5 true, 


„ 
true, that in ſome ſpeeches and writings of the Engliſh it 
is ſtill contended that the people of America are ſtill in 
principle and affection with them: But theſe aſſertions 
are made againſt ſuch evident truth and demonſtration, 
that jt is ſurpriſing they ſhould find at this day one be- 
liever in the world. One may appeal to the writings and 
recorded ſpeeches of the Engliſh for the laſt ſeventeen 
years, to ſhew that ſimilar miſrepreſentations have been 
inceſſantly repeated through that whole period; and that 
the concluſion of every year has in fact confuted the con- 
fident aſſertions and predictions of the beginning of it. 
The ſubſcriber begs leave to ſay from his own know- 
ſedge of the people of America, (and he has a better right 
to obtain credit, becauſe he has better opportunities to 
know, than any Briton whatſoever) that they are unalte- 
rably determined to maintain their IG, He con- 
feſles, that, notwithſtanding his confidence through his 
whole life in the virtuous ſentiments and uniformity of 
character among his countrymen, their unanimity has 
ſurpriſed him. That all the power, arts, intrigues, and 
bribes which have been employed in the ſeveral States, 
ſhould have ſeduced from the ſtandard of virtue ſo con- 
temptible a few, is more fortunate than could have been 
expected. This independence ſtands upon fo broad and 
frm a bottom of the people's intereſts, honour, con- 
ſciences, and affections, that it will not be affected by any 
ſucceſſes the Engliſh may obtain either in America, or 
_ againſt the European powers at war, nor by any alliances 
they can poſſibly form; if indeed, in ſo unjuſt and def- 
perate a cauſe they can obtain any. Nevertheleſs, al- 
though compelled by neceſſity, and warranted by the fun- 
damental laws of the colonies, and of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, by principles avowed in the Engliſh laws, and con- 
firmed by many examples in the Engliſh hiſtory ; by prin- 
ciples interwoven into the hiſtory and public right of Eu- 
rope, in the great examples of the Helvetic and Belgic 
confederacies, and many others; and frequently acknow- 
ledged and ratified by the diplomatic body ; principles 
founded in eternal juſtice, and the laws of God and na- 
ture, to cut aſunder for ever all the ties which had con- 
nected them with Great Britain: Yet the people of Ame- 
rica did not conſider themſelves as ſeparating from their 
1 | allies, 
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allies, eſpecially the Republic of the United Provinces, or 


departing from their connections with any of the people 
under their government; but, on the contrary, they pre- 
ſerved the ſame affection, eſteem and reſpect, for the 


Dutch nation, in every part of the world, which they and 


their anceſtors had ever entertained. 

When ſound policy dictated to Congreſs the precaution 
of ſending perſons to negotiate natural alliances in Euro 
it was not from a failure in reſpect that they did not 
ſend a miniſter to your High Mightineſſes, with the firſt 
whom they ſent abroad: but, inſtructed in the nature of 
the connections between Great Britain and the Republic, 
and in the ſyſtem of peace and neutrality, which ſhe had 


ſo long purſued, they thought proper to reſpect both ſo 


far, as not to ſeek to embroil her with her allies, to excite 
diviſions in the nation, or lay embarraſſments before it. 


But, ſince the britiſh adminiſtration, uniform and per- 


ſevering in injuſtice, deſpiſing their allies, as much as 


their coloniſts and fellow-ſubjects; diſregarding the faith 


of treaties, as much as that of royal charters ; violatin 

the law of nations, as they had before done the funda- 
mental laws of the Colonies and the inherent rights of 
Britiſh ſubje&s, have arbitrarily ſet aſide all the treaties 


between the Crown and the Republic, declared war and 
commenced hoſtilities, the ſettled intentions of which 


they had manifeſted long before; all thoſe motives, which 
before reſtrained the Congreſs, ceaſe : and an opportunity 

eſents itſelf of propoſing ſuch connections, as the United 
States of America have a right to form, conſiſtent with 


the treaties already formed with France and Spain, which 


they are under every obligation of duty, intereſt and in- 


clination, to obſerve facred and inviolate; and conſiſtent 
with ſuch other treaties, as it is their intention to propoſe 


to other ſovereigns. | | | 

If there was ever among nations a natural alliance, 
one — formed between the two Republics. The 
firſt planters of the four northern States found in this 
8 aſylum from perſecution, and reſided here 
from the year 1608 to the year 1620, twelve years pre- 
ceding their migration. They ever entertained and have 
tranſmitted to poſterity, a grateful remembrance of that 
protection and hoſpitality, and eſpecially of that religious 


liberty | 


E 
liberty they found here, having ſought it in vain in 
England. | 

The firſt inhabitants of two other States, New-York 
and New-Jerſey, were immediate emigrants from this 
nation, and have tranſmitted their religion, language, 
cuſtoms, manners and character: And America in ge- 
neral, until her connections with the Houſe of Bourbon, 
has ever conſidered this nation as her firſt friend in 
Europe, whoſe hiſtory, and the great characters it ex- 
hibits, in the various arts of peace, as well as atchieve- 
ments of war by ſea and land, have been particularly 
ſtudied, admired and imitated in every State. 

A ſimilitude of religion, although it is not deemed ſo 
eſſential in this as in former ages to the alliance of nations, 
is ſtill, as it ever will be thought, a deſirable circum- 
| ſtance, Now it may be ſaid with truth, that there are no 
two nations, whoſe worſhip, doctrine and diſcipline, are 
more alike than thoſe of the two Republics. In this par- 
ticular therefore, as far as it is of weight, an alliance 
would be perfectly natural. | | 

A ſimilarity in the forms of government, is uſually 
conſidered as another circumſtance, which renders al- 
liances natural: And although the conſtitutions of the 
two Republics are not perfectly alike, there is yet analogy 
—_ between them, to make a connection eaſy. in this 
reſpect. 

n general uſages, and in the liberality of ſentiments in 
thoſe momentous points, the freedom of enquiry, the 
right of private judgment and the liberty of conſcience, of 
| ſo much importance to be ſupported in the world, and 
imparted to all mankind, and which at this hour are in 
more danger from Great Britain and that intolerant ſpirit 
which is ſecretly fomenting there, than from any other 
quarter, the two nations reſemble each other more than 
any others. 

The originals of the two Republics are ſo much alike, 
that the hiſtory of one ſeems but a tranſcript from that of 
the other: ſo that every Dutchman inſtructed in the 
ſubject, muſt pronounce the American revolution juſt and 
neceſſary, or paſs a cenſure upon the greateſt actions of 
Tus immortal anceſtors: actions which have been approved 
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and applauded by mankind, and juſtified by the deciſion 


of Heaven. | 

But the circumſtance, which perhaps in this age has 
ſtronger influence than any other in the formation of 
friendſhips between nations, is the great and growing 
intereſt of commerce; of the whole ſyſtem of which 
through the globe, your High Mightineſſes are too perfect 
maſters for me to ſay any thing that is not familiarly 
known. It may not, however, be amiſs to hint, that 


the central ſituation of this country, her extenſive navi- 


gation, her poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, the 
intelligence of her merchants, the number of her capi- 
taliſts, and the riches of her funds, render a connection 
with her very deſirable to America: and, on the other 
hand, the abundance and variety of the productions of 
America, the materials of manufactures, navigation and 
commerce; the vaſt demand and conſumption in Ame - 


rica of the manufactures of Europe, of merchandiſes from 


the Baltic, and from the Eaſt Indies, and the ſituation of 
the Dutch poſlefions in the Weſt Indies, cannot admit of 
a doubt, that a connection with the United States would 
be uſcful to this Republic. The Engliſh are fo ſenſible 
of this, that notwithſtanding all their profeſſions of irzend- 
ſhip, they have ever conſidered this nation as their rival in 


the American trade; a ſentiment which - diftated and 


maintained their ſevere act of navigation, as injurious to 
the commerce and naval power of this country, as it was 
both to the trade and the rights of the Coloniſts. There 
is now an opportunity offered to both, to ſhake off this 
ſhackle for ever. If any conſideration Whatever could 


have induced them to have avoided a war with your High 


Mightineſſes, it would have been the apprehenſion of an 
alliance between the two Republics: and it is eaſy to 
foreſee, that nothing will contribute more to oblige them 
to a peace, than ſuch a connection once completely 
tormed. It is needleſs to point out, particularly, what 
advantages might be derived to the poſleſſions of the Re- 
public in the Weſt Indies from a trade opened, protected 
and encouraged, between them and the Continent of 


America; or what profits might be made by the Dutch 


Eaſt India Company, by carrying their effects directly to 
the American market; or how much even the trade of 
| | the 


| [ WW 1 

the Baltie might be ſecured and extended by a free inter- 
courſe with America, which has ever had fo large a de- 
mand, and will have more for hemp, cordage, ſail-cloth, 
and other articles of that commerce : how much the 
national navigation would be benefited by building and 
purchaſing ſhips there : how much the number of ſeamen 
might be increaſed, or how much more adyantageous it 
would prove to both countries, to have their ports mutuaily 
opened to their men of war and privateers, and to their 
prizes. ö | 

If, therefore, an analogy of religion, government, 
origin, manners, and the moſt extenſive and laſting com- 
mercial intereſts, can form a ground and an invitation to 
political connections, the ſubſcriber flatters himſelf that, 
in all theſe particulars, the union is ſo obviouſly natural, 
that there has ſeldom been a more diſtinct deſignation of 


Providence to any two diſtant nations to unite themſelves 


together. | | | 

It is further ſubmitted to the wiſdom and humanity of 
your High Mightineſſes, whether it is not viſibly for the 
good of mankind, that the powers of Europe, who are 
convinced of the juſtice of the American cauſe, (and 
where is one to be found that is not?) ſhould make haſte 
to acknowledge the independence of the United States, 
and form equitable treaties with them, as the ſureſt means 
of convincing Great Britain of the impracticability of her 
purſuits? Whether the late marine treaty concerning the 
rights of neutral veſſels, noble and uſeful as it is, can be 
eſtabliſhed againſt Great Britain, who will never adopt it, 
nor ſubmit to it, but from neceſſity, without the inde- 


pendence of America? Whether the return of America, 


with her nurſeries of ſeamen and magazines of materials 
for navigation and commerce, to the domination and 


monopoly of Great Britain, if that were practicable, 


would not put the poſſeſſions of other nations beyond ſeas 
wholly in the power of that enormous empire, which has 
been long governed wholly by the feeling of its own 
power, at leaſt without a proportional attention to juſtice, 
humanity, or decency. When it is obvious and certain 
that the Americans are not inclined to ſubmit again to the 
Britiſh government, on the one hand, and that the powers 
of Europe ought not and could not with ſafety conſent to 

. | | | it, 
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it, if they were fo inclined, on the other; why ſhould a 
ſource of contention be left open, for future contingencies 
to involve the nations of Europe in ſtill more bloodſhed, 
when, by one deciſive ſtep of the maritime powers, in 
making treaties with a nation long in poſſeſſion of ſove- 
reignty by right and in fact, it might be cloſed ? 

'The example of your High Mightinefſes would, it is, 
hoped, be followed by all the maritime powers, eſpecially 


- thoſe which are parties to the late marine treaty : nor can 


the apprehenſion that the independence of America would 
be injurious to the trade of the Baltic, be any objection, 
This jealouſy is ſo groundleſs that the reverſe would hap- 
pen. The freight and inſurance in voyages acroſs the 
Atlantic are ſo high, and the price of labour in America 
ſo dear, that tar, pitch, turpentine, and ſhip-timber never 
can be tranſported to Europe at fo cheap a rate, as it has 
been and will be afforded by countries round the Baltic. 
This commerce was ſupported by the Engliſh before the 
revolution with difficulty, and not without large parlia- 
mentary bounties. Of hemp, cordage, and fait-cloth 
there will not probably be a ſufficiency raiſed in America 
for her own conſumption in many centuries, for the plain- 
eſt of all reaſons, becauſe theſe articles may be imported 
from Amſterdam, or even from Peterſburg and Archangel, 
cheaper than they can be raiſed at home. America will 
therefore be for ages a market for theſe articles of the _ 
Baltic trade. 

Nor is there more ſolidity in another ſuppoſition, pro- 
pagated by the Engliſn to prevent other nations from 
purſuing their true intereſts, that the colonies of other 
nations will follow the example of the United States. 
Thoſe powers, who have as large poſſeſſions as any be- 
yond ſeas, have already declared againſt England, appre- 
hending no ſuch conſequences. Indeed there is no pro- 


bability of any other power of Europe following the ex- 


ample of England, in attempting to change the whole 
ſyſtem of the government of colonies, and reducing them 


by oppreflion to the neceſſity of governing themſelves: 


and, without ſuch manifeſt injuſtice and cruelty on the 
part of the metropolis, there is no danger of colonies 
attempting innovations. Eſtabliſhed governments are 


founded deep in the hearts, the paſſions, the 3 
| and 


„ 
and underſtandings of the people; and without ſome vio- 
lent change from without, to alter the temper and cha- 
racer of the whole people, it is not in human nature to 


exchange ſafety for danger, and certain happineſs for very 


precarious benefits. . 

It is ſubmitted to the conſideration of your High Migh- 
tineſſes, whether the ſyſtem of the United States, which 
was minutely conſidered and diſcuſſed, and unanimouſly 
agreed on in Congreſs in the year 1776, in planning the 
treaty they propoſed to France, to form equitable com- 
mercial treaties with all the maritime powers of Europe, 
without being governed or monopolized by any : a ſyſtem 
which was afterwards approved by the king, and made 
the foundation of the treaties with his majeſty : a ſyſtem 
to which the United States have hitherto conſtantly ad- 
hered, and from which they never will depart, unleſs 
compelled by ſome powers declaring againſt them, which 
is not expected, is not the only means of preventing this 
growing country from being an object of everlaſting jea- 
louſies, rivalries, and wars among the nations. If this 
idea be juſt, it follows, that it 7s the intereſt of every ſtate 
in Europe to acknowledge American independency immediately. 
If ſuch benevolent policy ſhould be adopted, the new 
world will be a proportional blefling to every part of 
the old. I SN | | 5 

The ſubſcriber has the farther honour of informing your 
High Mightineſſes, that the United States of America, 
in Congreſs aſſembled, impreſſed with an high ſenſe of the 
wiſdom and magnanimity of your High Mightineſſes, and 
of your inviolable attachment to the rights and liberties 
of mankind, and being deſirous of cultivating the friend- 
ſhip of a nation, eminent for its wiſdom, juſtice, and 
moderation, have appointed the ſubſcriber to be their 
miniſter plenipotentiary to reſide near you, that he may 

give you more particular aſſurances of the great reſpec 
they entertain for your High Mightinefles; beſeeching your 
High Mightineſſes to give entire credit to every thing, 
which their ſaid miniſter ſhall deliver on their part, eſpe- 
cially when he ſhall aſſure you of the ſincerity of their 
| friendſhip and regard. The original letter of credence, 
under the ſeal of Congreſs, the ſubſcriber is ready to deli- 
ver to your High 9 or to ſuch perſons as you 

| A 


| 1 

ſhall direct to receive it. He has alſo a ſimilar letter 
of credence to his moſt Serene Highneſs the Prince 
Stadtholdef. | 5 

All which is reſpectfully ſubmitted to the conſideration 
of your High Mightineſſes, together with the propriety of 
appointing ſome perſon, or perſons, to treat on the ſubject 
of his miſſion, by 1 | f 


LEV DEN 
19 April 1781. | 
J. ADAMS. 


LF 
GUELDERLAN b. 


IN the aſſembly of the States of Guelderland, holden in 
October 1781, to conſider of the requiſition of the king - 
of France, of a negotiation of five millions of florins, 
under the warranty of the Republic, ſome were for an 
alliance with France. The Baron Nagel, Seneſchal of 
Zutphen, avoided putting of the queſtion, and ſaid among 
other things, That he had rather acknowledge the inde- 
<« pendence of the Americans, than contract an alliance 
c with France.” | | „ 
The Baron van der Capellen de Marſch was for an 
alliance with France and America too. He obſerved, 
« That nothing being more natural than to act in concert 
with the enemies of our enemy, it was an object of ſeri- 
ous deliberation, to ſee, if the intereſt of the Republic 
did not require to accept, without farther tergiverſations, 
the invitations and offers of the Americans: that no con- 
deſcenſion for England could hinder us, at preſent, from 
uniting ourſelves againſt a common enemy, with a na- 
tion ſo brave and ſo virtuous: a nation, which, after our 
example, owes its liberty to its valour, and even at this 
moment is employed in defending itſelf from the tyranny 
of the enemy of the two nations: that, conſequently, no- 
thing could reſtrain us from acknowledging the indepen- 
dence of this new Republic: that our conduct differed 
very much from that holden by our anceſtors, who allied 
themſelves with the Portugueſe, as ſoon as they ſhook off 
the yoke of the Spaniards: that there was no doubt, that 
the ſaid alliances with the enemies of our enemy would 
ſoon reſtrain his fury, and operate a general peace advan- 


tageous for us.“ 


Gia THE 
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1 u QUARTER 
OF 
Wo TERS 90 


The Quarter of Ooſtergo, in the Province of Friefland, in 

December, 1781, was the firſt public Body which PRs 
a Connection with the United States of America in theſe 

Words. | | 


TN VERY impartial Patriot has a long time perceived 
E that, in the direction of affairs relative to this war 
With England, there have been manifeſted an inconceiva- 
ble luke warmneſs and ſloth; but they diſcover themſelves 
{till more, at this moment, by the little inclination which, 
in general, the Regencies of the Belgic Provinces teſtify 
to commence a treaty of commerce and friendſhip with the 
new Republic of the Thirteen United States of North 
America; and to contract engagements, at leaſt during 
the.continuance of this common war with the Crowns of 
France and Spain. Nevertheleſs, the neceſſity of theſe 
meaſures appears clearly, fince, according to our judg- 
ments, nothing was more natural, nor more conformable 
to ſound policy, founded upon the laws of the nature the 
moſt preciſe, than that this Republic, immediately after 
the formal declaration of war by the Engliſh (not being 
yet able to do any thing by military exploits, not being in a 
ſtate of defence ſufficiently reſpectable, to dare, at ſea, to 
oppoſe one fleet or ſquadron, to our perfidious enemy) 
ſhould have commenced by acknowledging, by a public 
declaration, the Independence of North America. This 
would have been from that time the greateſt ſtep to the 
humiliation of England, and our own — 


and by this meaſure, the Republic would have proved her 
firm reſolution to act with vigour. Every one of our in- 
habitants, all Europe, who have their eyes fixed upon us, 
the whole World expected, with juſt reafon, this meaſure 


from - 


| [ 21 1 

from the Republic. It is true, that before the formal de- 
claration of war by England, one might perhaps have al- 
leged ſome plauſible reaſon, to juſtify, in ſome degree, the 
backwardneſs in this great and intereſting affair. But, as 
at preſent Great Britain is no longer our ſecret, but de- 
clared enemy, which diſſolves all the connections between 
the two nations; and as it is the duty, not only of all the 
Regencies, but alſo of all the Citizens of this Republic, to 
reduce, by all imaginable annoyances, this enemy ſo un- 
Juſt to reaſon, and to force him, if poſlible, to conclude an 
honourable peace; why ſhould we heſitate any longer, to 
ſtrike, by this meaſure fo reaſonable, the moſt ſenſible blow 

to the common enemy? Will not this delay occaſion a 
ſuſpicion that we prefer the intereſt of our enemy to that 
of our country? North America, ſo ſenſibly offended by 
the refuſal of her offer; France and Spain, in the midſt of 
a war ſupported with activity, muſt they not regard us as 
the ſecret friends, and favourers of their and our common 
enemy? Have they not reaſon to conclude from it, that 
our inaction ought to be leſs attributed to our weakneſs, 
than to our aftection for England? Will not this opinion 
deſtroy all confidence in our nation heretofore ſo renowned 
in this reſpect? And our allies, at this time natural, muſt 
they not imagine, that it is better to have in us declared 


enemies than pretended friends? And ſhall we not be in- 
volved in a ruinous war, which we. might have rendered 
advantageous, if it had been well directed? While on the 


ther hand it is evident, that by a new connection with 
the States of North America, by engagements at leaſt 
during this war with France and Spain, we ſhall obtain, 
not only the confidence of theſe formidable powers, inſtead 
of their diitruſt, but by this means we ſhall moreover 
place our colonies in ſafety againſt any infult; we ſhall 
have a well grounded hope, of recovering, with the aid of 
the allied powers, our loſt poſſe ions, if the Engliſh ſhould 
make themſelves maſters of them; and our commerce at 
preſent neglected, and fo ſhamefully pillaged, would re- 
aſſume a new vigour ; conſ:dering that in ſuch caſe, as it 
is manifeſtly proved by ſolid reaſons, this Republic would 
derive from this commerce the molt ſignal advantages. 
But, ſince our intereſt excites us forcibly to act in concert 
with the enemies of our enemy; ſince the United States of 
America 
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1 | 
America invited us to it long ago; ſince France appears 
inclined to concert her military operations with ours (al- 
though this power has infinitely leſs intereſt to ally itſelf 


with us, whoſe weakneſs manifeſts itſelf in ſo palpable a 


manner, than we have to form an alliance, the moſt re- 
ſpectable in the univerſe) it is indubitably the duty of 
every Regency, to promote it with all their forces, and 
with all the celerity imaginable. To this end, we have 
thought it our duty, to lay it before your noble Mighti- 
neſſes, in the firm perſuaſion that the zeal of your noble 
Mightineſſes will be as earneſt as ours, to concur to the 
accompliſhment of this point, which is for us of the 


| 28 importance; that, conſequently, your noble 


ightineſſes will not delay to co-operate with us, that, 
upon this important ſubject, there may be made to their 
High Mightineſſes, a propoſition ſo vigorous, that it may 
have the defired ſucceſs : and that this affair, of an im- 
portance beyond all expreſſion for our common country, 
may be reſolved and decided by unanimous ſuffrages, and 
in preference to every particular intereſt. =» _ | 
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ULTERIOUR ADDRESS. 


On the gth January, 1782, Mr. ADAMS waited on the 
Preſident v AN DEN SANDHEUVEL, and adareſſed 


him as follows. 


ference with the Preſident of their High Mighti- 

eſſes, in which I informed him, that I had received from 
the United States of America a commiſſion, with full 
powers and inſtructions to propoſe and conclude a treaty 
of amity and commerce, between the ſaid United States 
of America and the United Provinces of the Nether- 


| O' the fourth of May, I had the honour of a con- 
n 


lands. 


At the ſame conference, I had the honour to demand 
an audience of their High Mightineſſes, in order to pre- 
ſent to them my letters of credence and full powers. 

The Preſident aſſured me, that he would make report 
of all that I had ſaid to him to their High Mightineſles, 
in order that it might be tranſmitted to the ſeveral mem- 
bers of the ſovereignty of this country, for their delibera- 
tions and deciſions. —I have not yet been honoured with 
an anſwer. I now do myſelf the honour to wait on you, 
Sir, to demand, as I do, a categorical anſwer, that I 
may be able to tranſmit it to th United States of Ame- 
TICA, | i 


GUELDER- 


. A 
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GUELDERL AN D. 


1 N an extraordinary aſſembly of the county of Zutphen, 
held at Nimeguen the 23d of February, 1782, the 
following meaſures were taken. ED 

After the report of the Committee of this Province to 
the Generality, laid this day upon the table, relative to 
what paſſed in the precedent aſſembly, and after the ex- 
amination of an extract of the regiſter of the reſolutions 
of their High Mightineſſes the States General of the Low 
Countries, of the ninth of laſt month, in relation to the 
Ulteriour Addreſs of Mr. Adams to the Preſident of their 
High Mightineſſes, concerning the preſentation of his 
letters of credence to their High Mightineſſes, in behalf 
of the United States of America, demanding a categori- 
cal anſwer, whereof the Lords the Deputies of the re- 
ſpective Provinces have taken copies; the Baron Robert 
Jaſper van der Capellen de Marſch, firſt by word of 


mouth, and afterwards in writing, propoſed, and inſiſted, 


at the aſſembly of this Quarter, that, at preſent, and with- 
out delay, we ſhould make a point of deliberation, and 
that we ſhould make upon the table the neceſſary over- 
ture, conceived more at length, in the advice of this 


nobleman, inſerted in theſe terms : 


NoBLE AND MIGHTY LoRPDS! 


The ſubſcriber judges, upon good grounds, and with- 
out fear of being contradicted, that he 1s able to affirm, 
that it is more than time that we ſhould give a ſerious 


attention to the offer and the invitation, in every ſenſe 


honourable and advantageous for this Republic, of friend- 
ſhip, and reciprocal connections with the Thirteen Ame- 
rican Provinces, now become free at the point of the 


ſword, in ſuch ſort, that the categorical anſwer demanded 


by their Miniſter Mr. Adams, may become a ſubje& of 
the deliberations of your Grand Mightineſſes, and that 
you may decide as ſoon as poſſible, concerning their 
reſpective intereſts. He judges, that he ought not to 


have any further ſcruple in this regard ; and that the un- 
certain 


1 23. 

certain conſequences of the mediation offered by Ruſſia 
cannot, when certain advantages for this Republic are in 
queſtion, hinder that, out of regard for an enemy, with 
whom we (however ſalutary the views of her Imperial 
Majeſty are repreſented) cannot make any Peace, at the 
expence of a negligence ſo irreparable: that a longer 
delay, to unite ourſelves to a nation already ſo powerful, 
will have for its conſequence, that our inhabitants will 
loſe the means of extending, in a manner the moſt ad- 
vantageous, their commerce and their proſperity: That 
by the vigorous prohibition to import Engliſh manufac- 
tures into America, our manufactures, dy means of precau- 
tions taken in time, will riſe out of their ſtate of languor : 
and that, by delaying longer to ſatisfy the wifes of the 
nation, her leaders will draw upon them the reproach of 
having neglected and rejected the favourable offers of 
Providence: that, on the contrary, by adopting theſe 
meaſures, the eſſential intereſts of this unfortunate people 
will be taken to heart, 1 25 

The ſubſcriber declaring, moreover, that he will aban- 
don this unpardonable negligence of an opportunity fa- 
vourable for the Republic, to the account of thoſe whom 
it may concern; proteſting againſt all the fatal conſe- 
quences that a longer refuſal of theſe neceſſary meaſures 
will certainly occaſion : whereupon he demanded, that 
for his diſcharge, this note ſhould be inſerted in the re- 
giſters of the Quarter. 5 


Signed 


R. J. vAN DER CAP ELLEN. 


This advice having been read, Mr. Jacob Adolf de 
Heekeren d'Enghuiſen, Counſellor and firſt Maſter of 
Accounts in Guelderland, Preſident at this time of the 
Aſſembly of the Quarter, repreſented to the ſaid Robert 
Jaſper van der Capellen de Marſch, that “ Although he 
muſt agree to the juſtice of all that he had laid down, be- 
tides ſeveral other reaſons, equally ſtrong, which occurred 
to his mind, the deliberation upon the point in queſtion 
appeared to him premature, conſidering that the Lords 
the States of Holland — Weſt Frieſland, and of Zea- 
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land, as the principal commercial Provinces, who are 
directly intereſted, had not nevertheleſs as yet explained 
themſelves in this regard; conſequently that it would not 
be ſo convenient for the States of this Duchy and County, 
who are not intereſted in it, but in a conſequential and 
indirect manner, to form the firſt their reſolutions in this 
reſpect: for this reaſon he propoſed to conſideration, whe- 
ther it would not be more proper to poſtpone the delibera- 
tions upon this matter to a future opportunity. 

| Nevertheleſs, the before-mentioned Robert Jaſper van 
der Capellan de Marſch inſiſting, that the voices ſhould 
be collected upon the propoſition and advice in queſtion, 
and thereupon having deliberated, their noble Mighti- 
neſſes have thought fit to reſolve, that although the mo- 
tives alledged by this Nobleman in his advice, appear to 
merit a ſerious conſideration, nevertheleſs, for the reaſons 
before alleged, they judge, that they ought to ſuſpend 
the deciſion of it, until the commercial Provinces have 
formed their reſolutions concerning it: and that, upon 
the requiſition of Robert Jaſper van der Capellan de 
Marſch, there be delivered to him an extract of the pre- 
ſent, upon one as well the other. DRE 


Signed 


HERM. SchoMAK ER. 


PETITION 


1 
PETITION os LEYDEN. 


T O the noble, great, and venerable Lords of the 
Grand Council of the city of Leyden. ; 
The underſigned, all manufacturers, merchants, and 
other traders of this city, moſt reſpectfully give to under- 
ſtand, that it is a truth, as melancholy, as it is univerſally 
known, that the declenſion of manufactures, which all the 
well-difpoſed citizens have remarked with the moſt lively 
grief, from the beginning of this century, has increaſed 
more and more for ſeveral years; and that this prin- 
cipal branch of the ſubſiſtence of the good citizens, 
has fallen into ſuch a ſtate of languor, that our city, once 
ſo flouriſhing, fo populous, ſo celebrated, on account gf 
its commerce and of its trades, appears to be threatened 
with total ruin; that the diminution of its merchants 
houſes, on the one hand, and on the other, a total loſs, 
or the ſenſible decreaſe of ſeveral branches of commerce, 
.furniſh an evident proof of it; which the petitioners could 
_ demonſtrate by ſeveral examples, if there were need of 
them to convince. Your noble and grand Lordſhips, to 
whom the increaſe of the multitude of the poor, the depla- 
rable ſituation of ſeveral families, heretofore in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances, the depopulation of the city, which one can- 
not obſerve without emotion in the ruins of ſeveral ſtreets, 
once neat and well inhabited, are fully known, will re- 
colle& no doubt upon this occaſion, with grief, taat this 
ſtate of languor muſt appear ſo much the more deſperate, 
if your noble and grand lordſhips will take into confidera- 
tion, that in this decay of trades and manufactures, we 
find a new reaſon of their farther fall, conſidering, that 
from the time there is not continual employment, and an 
uninterrupted ſale, the workmen detert in ſuch manner, 
that when conſiderable commiſſions arrive, we cannot 
find capable hands, and we fee ourſelves entirely out of a 
condition to execute theſe orders. : 
That the petitioners, with all the true friends of their 
country, extremely affected with this alarming ſituation 
of ſo rich a ſource of the public proſperity, have indeed 
{ought the means of a remedy, in amending ſome defects, 
1 92 ; from 
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[ 28. ] 
from which it ſeemed to ariſe, at leaſt in part; but that 
the meafures taken in this view, as 1s well know to your 
noble and grand Lordſhips, have not had the deſired effect; 
at leaſt, that they have not produced a re- eſtabliſnment 
ſo effectual, that we have been able to obſerve a ſenſible 
influence in the increaſe of the ſales of the manufaCtures 
of Leyden, as appears moſt evidently, by a compariſon 
of the pieces fabricated here, which have been heretofore 
carried to the divers markets of this city, with thoſe which 
are carried there at this day; a compariſon which a true 


citizen cannot conſider without regret. 


That experience has alſo taught the petitioners, that the 
principal cauſe of the decay of the manufactures of Hol- 
land, particularly thoſe of Leyden, is not to be found in 
any internal vice, either in the capacity, or the ceconomy 


of the inhabitants, but in circumſtances which have hap- 


pened abroad; and to which it is, conſequently, beyond 
the power of the petitioners, or of any citizen whatſo- 


ever, to provide a remedy. That we might cite, for ex- 


ample, the commerce of our manufactures with Dantzic'; ' 
and, through that commercial city, with alt Poland; a 


commerce which was carried on with ſucceſs and advan - 


tage heretofore in our city, but is abſolutely interrupted at 
this day, and vaniſhed, by the revolution which has hap- 
pened in that kingdom, and by the burthenſome duties to 


which the navigation of the Viſtula has been ſubjected. 
But that, without entering into a detail of ſimilar par- 


ticular ſhackles, of which we might reckon a great num- 
ber, the principal cauſe of the languiſhing ſtate of our 
manufactures conſiſts in the jealous emulation of the neigh- 
bouring nations, or rather of all the people_of Europe; 
conſidering that, in this age, the ſeveral princes and go- 
vernments, enlightened in the real fources of the public 
proſperity, and the true intereſts of their ſubjects, attach 
themſelves with emulation to revive in their kingdoms and 


"ſtates the national induſtry, commerce, and navigation 


to encourage them, and promote them even by excluſive 


privileges, or by heavy impoſitions upon . mer- 


chandizes; privileges and impoſitions, which tend equally 
to the prejudice of the commerce and the manufactures of 
our country, as your noble and grand Lordſhips will eaſily 


recollett the examples in the Auſtrian ſtates and elſewhere. 


Tha, 


[ 29 J | 
That in the midſt of theſe powers and nations, emulous 
or jealous, it is impoſſible for the citizens of our Repub- 
lic, however ſuperior their manufactures may be in qua- 
lity and fineneſs, to reſiſt a rivalry ſo univerſal ; eſpecially 
conſidering the dearneſs of labour, cauſed by that of the 
means of ſubſiſtence ; which, in its turn, is a neceſſary 
conſequence of the taxes and impoſts which the inhabitants 
of this State pay in a greater number, and a higher rate, 
than in any other country, by reaſon of her natural ſitua- 
tion, and of its means to ſupport itſelf ; ſo that by the 
continual operation of this principal, but irreparable cauſe 
of decline, it is to be feared, that the impoveriſhment and 
the diminution of the good citizens increaſing with the 
want of employment, the Dutch nation, heretofore the 
purveyor of all Europe, will be obliged to content itſelf 
with the ſale of its own productions in the interior of the 
country; (and how much does not even this refource 
ſuffer by the importation of foreign manufactures ?) and 
that Leyden, lately fo rich and flouriſhing, will exhibit _ 
deſolated quarters in its declining ftreets ; and its multi- 
| tude, diſgraced with want and mifery ; an affecting proof 
of the ſudden fall of countries formeriy overflowing with 
proſperity. | | | | 
That, if we duly conf:der theſe motives, no citizen, 
whoſe heart is upright, (as the petitioners aſſure them- 
ſelves) much leſs your noble and grand Lordſhips, whoſe 
good diſpoſitions they acknowledge with gratitude, will 
take it amiſs, that we have fixed our eyes on the preſent 
conjuncture of affairs, to enquire whether theſe. times 
might not furniſh them ſome means of reviving the lan- 
8 manufactures of Leyden; and that after a conſi- 
eration well matured, they flatter themſelves with the 
hope (a hope which unprejudiced men will not regard as 
a vain chimera) that in fact, by the preſent circumſtances, 
there opens in their favour an iſſue for arriving at the re- 
eſtabliſhment deſired, | i ES, 
That from the time when the rupture between Great Bri- 
tain and the Colonies upon the continent of North America 
appeared to be irreparable, every attentive ſpectator ef 
this event perceived, or at leaſt was convinced, that this. 
rupture, by which there was born a repyblic, as powerſul 
as induſtrious, in the new world, would have the moſt. 


impor- 


rr 
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important conſequences for commerce and navigation; 
and that the other commercial nations of Europe would 
ſoon ſhare in a very conſiderable commerce, whereof the 
kingdom of Great Britain had reſerved to itſelf, until 
that time, the excluſive poſſeſſion by its Act of Naviga- 
tion, 'and by the other acts of parliament preſcribed to 
the Colonies ; that in the time of it, this reflection did 
not eſcape your petitioncrs; and they foreſaw, from that 


time, the advantage which might ariſe, in the ſequel, from 


a revolution fo important for the United Provinces in 
general, and for their native city in particular. But that 
they ſhould have been afraid to have placed this favourable 
occaſion before the eyes of your noble and grand Lord- 
ſhips, at an epoch when the relations which connected 
our Republic with Great Britain, her neighbour, ſeemed 
to forbid all meaſures of this nature, or at leaſt ought to 
make them be conſidered as out of ſeaſon. | 
That, in the mean time, this reaſon of ſilence has en- 
tirely ceaſed, by the hoſtilities which the ſaid kingdom 
has commenced againſt our Republic, under pretences, 


and in.a manner the injuſtice of which has been de- 


monſtrated by the ſupreme government of the State, with 
an irrefragable evidence, in the eyes of impartial Eu- 
rope; whilſt the petitioners themſelves, by the illegal 
capture of ſo large a number of Dutch ſhips, and aſter- 
wards by the abſolute ſtagnation of nayigation, and of 
voyages to foreign countries, have experienced in the 
moſt grievous manner, .the conſequences of this hoſtile 


and unforeſeen: attack, and feel them ſtill every day, 


as is abundantly known to your noble and grand Lord- 
ſhips. That fince that epoch, a ftill more conſiderable 
number. of workmen muſt have remained without em- 
ployment, and ſeveral fathers of families have quitted the 
city, abandoning, to the farther expence of the trea- 


' fury of the poor, their wives and-their children plunged 


in miſery. | | ESE, 
That during this rupture, which has ſubſiſted now for 
fifteen months, there has occurred another circumſtance, 
which has encouraged the petitioners ſtill more, and which 
to them appears to be of ſuch a nature, that they would be 

guilty of an excęſſive indifference, - and an unpardonable 
negligence towards the city, towards the lower claſs of in- 
| habitants, 


E 
| habitants, towards their own families, and towards them- 
ſelves, if they ſhould delay any longer to lay open their in- 
tereſts to your noble and grand Lordfhips, in a manner the 
moſt reſpectſul, but the moſt energetic ; to wit, that the 
United States of America have, very rigorouſly forbidden, 
by a reſolution of Congreſs, agreed to in all the Thirteen 
States, the importation of all Engliſh manufactures, and 
in general, all the merchandizes fabricated in the domi- 
nions which yet remain to Great Britain, That the 
effect of this prohibition muſt neceſſarily be a ſpirit of 
emulation between all the commercial nations to take 
place of the Britiſh merchants and manufacturers in this 
important branch of exportation, which is entirely cut off 
from them at this day. That nevertheleſs, among all the 
nations there is none which can entertain a hope, better 
founded, and more ſure, in this reſpec, than the citizens 
of this free Republic, whether on account of the identity of 
religion, the faſhion of living, and the manners, whether 
becauſe of the extent of its commerce, and the conve- 
nience of its navigation, but above all, by reaſon of the 
activity and good faith, which ſtill diſtinguiſhes (without 
boaſting too much) the Dutch nation above all other peo- 
ple; qualities in confideration of which, the citizens of 
United America are inclined even at preſent, to prefer, 
in equal circumſtances, the citizens of our free States, to 
every other nation. | . 

hat, nevertheleſs, all relations and connections of 
commerce between the two people, cannot but be uncer- 
tain and fluctuating, as long as their offers and reciprocal 
engagements are not fixed and regulated by a treaty of 
commerce. That at this day, if ever, (according to the 
reſpectful opinion of the petitioners) there exiſts a neceſ- 
ſity the moſt abſolute for the concluſion of a ſimilar treat 
of commerce, there, where we may ſay with truth, 
that there ariſes for the Republic, for our Leyden eſpe- 
cially, a moment, which once eſcaped, perhaps never will 
return; fince the national aſſembly of Great Britain, con- 
vinced, by a terrible and fatal experience, of the abſolute 
impoſſibility of re-attaching united America to the Britiſh 
_ crown, has laid before the throne its deſire to conclude a 
neceſſary peace with a people, free as this day at the price 
of their blood: So that if this peace ſhould be once con- 

| cluded, 
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cluded, the Dutch nation would ſee itſelf perhaps excluded 
from ail advantages of commerce with this new Repub- 


lic, or at leaſt would be treated by her with an indiffer- . 

cence, which the imall value which we ſhould have put 

upon its friendſhip in former times, would ſeem to merit. 
That, ſuppoſing, for a moment, that a peace between 


England and United America were not ſo near as we 


have reaſon to preſume, not without probability, there 
would be found in that caſe nations enough who will be 
jealous of acquiring, after the example of France, the 


' earlieſt right to commerce with a country, which already 


peopled by ſeveral millions of inhabitants, augments every 
day in population, in a manner incredible ; but, as a new 
people, unprovided as yet with ſeveral neceſſary articles, 
will procure a rich, even an immenſe outlet, for the fa- 


bricks and manufactures of Europe. | 


That, however manifeſt the intereſt which the peti- 
tioners and all the citizens of Leyden would have in the 
conchition of ſuch a treaty of commerce, they would 
however have made a icruple to lay before the paternal 
eyes of your noble and grand Lordſhips the utility, or 
rather the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, in reſpect to them, 
if they could. believe, that their particular advantage 
would be, in any wiſe, contrary to the more univerſal in- 
tereſts of all the Republic. But, as far as the petitioners 
may judge, as citizens, of the ſituation, and the political 
exiſtence of their country, they are ignorant of any reaſons 
of this kind : but, on the contrary, they dare appeal to the 
unanimous voice of their fellow-citizens, well intentioned, 
in the other cities and provinces, eyen of the Regents the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ; ſince it is univerſally known that the 
Province of Frieſland has already preceded the other con- 
federates, by a reſolution for opening negotiations with 
America; and that in other Provinces, which have an in- 
tereſt leſs direct in commerce and manufactures, cele- 
brated Regents appear to wait merely for the example 
of the commercial Provinces, for taking a ſimilar reſo- 
lution, Fe ; 

That the petitioners will not detain-the attention of 
your noble and grand Mightineſſes by a more ample de- 
tail of their reaſons and motives, ſince, on one hand, they 
aſſure themſelves, that theſe reaſons and motives 3 not 

| 5 eſcape 


E 
eſcape the enlightened and attentive judgment of your 
grand and noble Lordfhips ; and on the other, they know 
by experience, that your grand and noble Lordſhips are diſ- 
poſed not to ſuffer any occaſion to paſs for promoting the 
well-being of their city, for advancing the proſperity of 
the citizens, to render their names dear to their contem- 
poraries, and make them bleſſed by poſterity. 
In which firm expectation, the petitioners addreſs them- 

ſelves to this grand Council with the reſpectful but ſerious 

requeſt, that it may pleaſe your noble PI great Lordſhips, 
to direct, by their powerful influence, things in ſuch ſort, 
that, in the Aſſembly highly reſpected of their noble and 
grand Mightineſſes the Lords the States of Holland and 
Weſt Frieſland, there be opened deliberations, or if already 
opened, carried as ſpeedily as poſſible to an effectual con- 
cluſion, ſuch as they ſhall find the moſt proper for ob- 
taining the lawful end, and fulfilling the defires of the pe- 
rar wy or as they ſhall judge conformable to the general 
intereſt, | 


So doing, &c. 


* LE VDE N. 


( 


LR YE; 
AN. AppRkEss of Thanks, with a farther Petition. 


To the noble, great, and venerable lords, the great 
council of the city of Leyden, | + 

The underſigned manufacturers, merchants, and other 
traders, intereſted in the manufactures and fabrics of 
this city, give reſpectfully to underſtand, 

That a number of the underſigned, having taken, the 
18th of March, the liberty to preſent to your noble and 
great Lordſhips, a reſpectful requeſt to obtain the conclu- 
tion of connections of commerce with United America, 
<« the petitioners judge that they ought to hold it for a 


duty, as agreeable as indiſpenſible, to teſtify their ſincere 


gratitude, not only for the gracious manner in which. 
your noble and great Lordſhips have been pleaſed to accept 
that requeſt, but alſo for the patriotic reſolution that 
your noble and great Lordſhips have taken upon its object; 
a reſolution, in virtue of which the city of Leyden (as 
the petitioners have the beſt reaſons to ſuppoſe) hath been 
one of the firſt cities of this province, from whoſe unani- 
mous co-operation has originated the reſolution of their 
noble and grand Mightinefles, of the date of the 28th of, 
March laſt, to direct things on the part of their noble and 
grand Mightineſſes, in the aſſembly of the States General, 


and to make there the ſtrongeſt inſtances, to the end 


that Mr. Adams may be admitted and acknowledged as 


Miniſter of the United States of America.” 


That the petitioners regard, with all honeſt-hearted 
citizens, the preſent epoch as one of the moſt glorious in. 
the annals of our dear country, ſeeing that there has been 
manifeſted, in a moſt ſignal manner, on the one hand, a con- 
fidence the moſt cordial of the good citizens towards their 
regents, and on the other hand à paternal attention and de- 
ference of the regents to the reſpectful but well-founded 
prayers of their faithful citizens; and, in general, the 
maſt exemplary unanimity throughout the whole nation, 

| f da 


LE | | 
to the donſuſion of thoſe who, having endeavoured to 
ſow the ſeeds of diſcord, would have rejoiced if they 
could ſay, with truth, that a diſſention ſo ſatal had rooted 
itſelf to the ruin of the country and of the people. 

That the petitioners, feeling themſelves penetrated: with 
the moſt pleaſing emotions, by an harmony ſo univerſal, 
cannot paſs over in ſilence the reflection that your noble 
and great Lordſhips, taking a reſolution the moſt favour- 
able upon the faid requeſt, have diſcovered thereby, that 
they would not abandon the footſteps of their anceſtors, 
who found, in the united ſentiments of magiſtrates and 
citizens, the reſources neceſſary to reſiſt a powerful op- 
preſſor, who even would not have undertaken that diffi- 
cult, but glorious tafk, if they had not been ſupported by 
the voice of the moſt reſpectable part of the nation. | 

That encouraged by this reflection, the petitioners 
aſſure themſelves, that your noble and great Lordſhips 
will honour, with the ſame approbation, the ſtep which 
they take to day, to recommend to your noble and great 
Lordſhips, in a manner the moſt reſpectful, but at the fame 
time the moſt preſſing, the prompt and efficacious execu- 
tion of the aforeſaid reſolution of their noble and grand 
Mightineſles of the 28th of March laſt, with every thing 
which depends thereon; a proceeding which does not 
ſpring from a deſire, on the part of the petitioners, to 
raiſe themſelves above the ſphere of their duties and voca- 
tions, or to interfere, indiſcreetly, in the affairs of govern- 
ment, but only from a conviction that it cannot but be 
agreeable to well intentioned regents (ſuch as your noble 
and great Lordſhips have ſhewn yourſelves by deeds to 
your good citizens) to ſee themſelves applauded in their 
ſalutary efforts and patriotic deſigns, and ſupported againſt 
the perverſe views, and ſecret machinations of the ill-diſ- 
poſed, who, however ſmall their number, are always 
found in a nation. | 
That although the petitioners may be convinced that 
their noble and grand Mightineffes, having taken a reſo- 
lution ſo agreeable to all true patriots, will not neglect to 
employ means to carry it to an efficacious concluſion 
among the other rn? Pai and to procure to the good 
Citizens the real enjoyment of the commerce with United 


America, they cannot, nevertheleſs, difſemble that, lately, 
| E 2 | ſome 


1 
ſome new reaſons have ariſen, which make them conceive 
ſome fears reſpecting the prompt conſummation of this 
deſirable affair. 5 | 
That the probability of an offer of peace, on the part 
of Great-Britain, to United America, whereof the peti- 
tioners made mention in their former requeſt, having at 
preſent become a full certainty by the revolution arrived 
ſince in the Britiſh miniſtry, they have not learned with- 
out uneaſineſs the attempt made, at the fame time, by the 
new miniſters of the court of London, to involve this 
ſtate in a negociation for a ſeparate peace, the immediate 
conſequence of which would be (as the petitioners fear) 
a ceſſation of all connections with the American Repub- 
lic, whilſt that in the mean time our Republic, deprived 
on the one hand of the advantages which it reaſonably 
promiſes itſelf from theſe connections, might, on the other 
hand, be detained by negociations, ſpun out to a great 
length, and not effect till late, perhaps after the other 
belligerent powers, a ſeparate peace with England. 
That, in effect, the difficulties which oppoſe themſelves 
to a like partial pacification are too multiplied for one 
to promiſe himſelf to ſee them ſuddenly removed, ſuch as 
the reſtitution of the poſteſſions taken from the ſtate, and 
retaken from the Engliſn by France, a reſtitution which 
is become thereby impracticable, the indemnification of 
the immenſe loſſes that the unexpected and perhdious at- 
tack of England hath cauſed to the Dutch nation in gene- 
ral, to the petitioners in particular; the aſſurance of a free 
navigation for the future, upon the principles of the armed 
neutrality, and conformably to the law of nations; the 
diſſolution of the bonds which, without being productive 
of any utility to the two nations, have been a ſource of 
conteſtations, always ſpringing up, and which, in every 
war between Great-Britain and any other power, have 
threatened to involve our Republic in it, or have in effect 
done it; the annihilation, if poſſible, of the act of nayi- 
gation, an act which carries too evident marks of the 
{upremacy affected by England over all other maritime 
people, not to attract attention at the approaching nego- 
' Tlation of peace; finally, the neceſſity of breaking the 
yoke that Great-Britain would impoſe on our flag, to 
make her's reſpected in the Northern Ocean, as the ſeat 
; : of - 
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of her maritime empire; and other objects of this nature, 
which, as the petulant proceedings of the court of Lon- 

don have given riſe to them, will certainly furniſh matter 
for, claims and negociations. | 
That as, by theſe conſiderations, a ſpeedy conſumma- 
tion of a ſeparate peace with England is out of all proba- 
bility, eſpecially when one compares with them the dubi- 
ous and limited manner in which it is offered; on the 
other hand, a general peace appears not to be ſo far;diſtant, 
as that to obtain a more prompt reconciliation with Eng- 
land, the Republic hath occaſion to abandon its intereſts 
relative to North America, ſeeing that the Britiſh govern- 
ment hath reſolved, upon the requeſt of the national 
aſſembly, even to diſcontinue offenſive hoſtilities againſt 
the new Republic ; and that, even under the. preſent admi- 
niſtration of the new miniſters, it appears ready to ac- 
knowledge poſitively its independence; an acknowledg- 
ment which, in removing the principal ſtumbling block 
of a negociation of a general peace, will pave the way to 
a prompt explication of all the difficulties between the 
belligerent powers. | 
T hat the petitioners ſhould exceed much the bounds 
of their plan, if they entered into a more ample detail of 
the reaſons which might be alleged upon this ſubject, and 
which certainly will not eſcape the political penetration 
of your noble and great Lordſhips ; among others, the 
engagements recently entered into with the Court of 
France, and which will not be violated by our Republic, 
which acknowledges the ſanctity of its engagements, and 
reſpects them: but which will ſerve much rather to con- 
vince. the Empreſs of Ruſſia of the impoſſibility of enter- 
ing, in the preſent juncture of affairs, into ſuch a nego- 
ciation as the court of London propoſes, when even it 
will not be permitted to preſume but that Sovereign will 
fee] herſelf the change of circumſtances which have hap- 
pened with regard to America ſince the offer of her me- 
diation, by the revolution in the Britiſh miniſtry, and 
that ſhe ought even to regard a ſeparate peace between 
our State and England, as the moſt proper mean to retard 
the general tranquillity, that ſhe hath endeavoured to pro- 
cure to all the commercial nations now in war. 


That 
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That, from theſe motives the petitioners reſpectfully 
hope that the aforeſaid offer of England will occaſion no 
obſtacle which may prevent that the reſolution of their 
noble and grand Mightineſtes to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of North America, and to conclude with that 
power a treaty of commerce, may not have a prompt 
execution, nor that even one only of the other confederates 
will ſuffer itſelf to be diverted thereby from the deſign of 
opening unanimouſly with this Province, and the others 
which have declared themielves conformably with Holland, 
negociations with the United States, and of terminating 

them as ſoon as poſſible. PEW 

That the favourable reſolutions already taken for this 
effect in Zealand, Utrecht, Overyſſel, and at preſent 
(as the petitioners learn) in the Province of Groningen 
after the examples of Holland and Frieſland, confirm them 
in that hope, and ſeem to render entirely ſuperfluous, a 
requeſt that, in every other caſe, the petitioners would 
have found themſelves obliged to make with the commer- 
cial Citizens of the other Cities, to the end that, by the 
reſiſtance of one Province, not immediately intereſted in 
commerce and navigation, they might not be deprived 
of the advantages and of the protection, that the ſovereign 
Aſſembly of their proper Provinces had been diſpoſed to 
procure them, without it; but that, to the end to pro- 
vice for it, their noble and grand Mightineſſes, and the 
States of the other Provinces in this reſpect, unanimous 
with them, ſhould make uſe of the power which belongs 
to each free State of our federative Republic; at leaſt in 
regard to treaties of commerce, of which there exiſts ar 
example in 1649, not only in a treaty of redemption of 
the toll of the Sound, but alſo in a defenſive treaty con- 

cluded with the Crown of Denmark, by the three Pro 

vinces of Guelderland, Holland, and Frieſland. | 
But as every apprehenſion of a ſimilar diſſenſion, among 
the members of the confederation, appears at preſent ab- 
ſolutely unſeaſonable, the petitioners will confine. them- 
ſelves rather to another requeſt, to wit, that .after the 
formation of connections of commerce with North Ame- 
rica, the effectual enjoyment of it may be aſſured to the 
commercial Citizens of this country, by a ſufficient pro- 
. tection of their navigation; without which the concluſion 
| even 
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even of ſuch a treaty of commerce would be abſolutely 
illuſory. That, for a long time, eſpecially the laſt year, 
the petitioners have taſted the bitter fruits of the defence- 
leſs ſtate in which the Dutch flag has been inceſſantly 
found; as they have already ſaid, conformably to the 
truth, in their firſt requeſt, “ that by the total ſtagnation 
of the navigation, and of expeditions, they have felt, 
<« in the moſt painful manner, the effects of the hoſtile 
«© and unexpected attack of Great Britain, and that they 
« feel them till every day.” That, in the mean time, 
this ſtagnation of commerce, abſolutely abandoned to the 
rapacity of an enemy greedy of pillage, and deſtitute of 
all protection whatever, hath appeared tothe petitioners, as 
well as to all the other commercial inhabitants; yes! even 
to all true Citizens, ſo much the more hard and afliicting, 
as they not only have conſtantly contributed, with a good. 
heart, to all the public impoſts, but that, at the time even 
that the commerce was abſolutely abandoned to itſelf, and 
deprived of all ſafeguard, it ſupported a double charge to 
obtain that protection which it hath never enjoyed; 
ſeeing that the hope of ſuch a protection (the Republic 
not being entirely without maritime force) hath appeared 
indeed more than once, hut always vaniſhed in the moſt 
unexpected manner, by accidents and impediments, 
which, if they have given riſe, perhaps wrongfully, t& 
diſcontent and to diſtruſt among the good Citizens, will 
not nevertheleſs be read and meditated by poiterity without 
ſurprize. 8 | | 
That, without intention to legitimate, in any manner, 
the ſuſpicions ariſing from this failure of protection, the 
petitioners believe themſelves, nevertheleſs, with all pro- 
per reſpect, warranted in addreſüng their complaints on 
this head, to the boſoms of your noble and great Lord- 
ſaips,. and (ſeeing that the commerce with North Ame- 
rica cannot ſubſiſt without navigation, no more than 
navigation without a ſafeguard) in reckoning upon the 
active direction, the ufeful employment, and prompt 
augmentation of our naval forces, in proportion to the: 
means which ſhall be the moſt proper effectually to ſecure 
to the commerce of this Republic the fruits of its con- 
ne tions with United North. America. 
2 | For 
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For which reaſons, the petitioners, returning their ſo- 
Jemn thanks to your noble and great Lordſhips, for the 
favourable reſolution taken upon their requeſt the 18th of 
March laſt, addreſs themſelfes anew to you on this occa- 
ſion, with the reſpectful prayer, That it may graciouſly 


pleaſe your noble and great Lordſhips to be willing to 
effectuate by your powerful influence, whether in the 
illuſtrious aſſembly of their noble and grand Mighti- 
neſſes, whether among the other Confederates, or elſe- 
where, there, and in ſuch manner, as your noble and 
great Lordſhips ſhall judge moſt proper, that the reſo- 
lution of their noble and grand Mightineſſes of the 
date of the 28th of March laſt, for the admiflion of 
Mr. Adams, in quality of Miniſter of the United States 
of America, be promptly executed; and that the peti- 
tioners, with the other commercial Citizens, obtain 
the effectual enjoyment of a treaty of commerce with 
the ſaid Republic, as well by the activity of the marine 
of the State, and the protection of commerce and 
navigation, as by all other meafures, that your noble 
and great Lordſhips with the other members of the 
Sovereign Government of the Republic, ſhall judge to 
tend to the public good, and to ſerve to the proſperity 
of our dear country, as well as to the maintenance © 

its precious liberties.” mw 


Oo doing, c. 
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ROTTERDAM. 


PETITION of the Merchants, Inſurers, and Freigbters 
of Rotterdam to the Regency of that City. 


8 IVE to underſtand, in the moſt reſpectful manner, 
that it is ſufficiently notorious that the inhabitants of 
this Republic have, as well as any other nation, an in- 
tereſt, that they give us an opportunity to open a free 
communication and correſpondence with the inhabitants 
of America, by making a treaty of commerce, as Mr. 
Adams has repreſented in his memorial; to which they 
add, that the advantages which muſt reſult from it, are 
abſolutely the only means of reviving the fallen commerce 
of this country; for re-eſtabliſhing the navigation, and 
for repairing the great damages which the perfidious pro- 
ceedings of the Engliſh have, for ſo many years, cauſed 
to the commercial part of this country. e 
That with all due reſpect, they repreſent to the venerable 
Regency the danger we run, in prolonging farther the 
deliberations concerning the article of an alliance of 
commerce with North America; being moreover cer- 
tain that the interpoſition of this State cannot add any 
thing more to the ſolidity of its independence, and that 
the Engliſh Miniſtry has even made to the Deputies of 
the American Congreſs propoſitions to what point they 
would eſtabliſh a correſpondence there, to our prejudice, 
and thereby deprive the inhabitants of this country of the 
certain advantages which might reſult from this recipro- 
cal commerce; and that thus we ought not to delay one 
day, nor even one hour, to try all the efforts, that we 
may purſue the negociation offered by Mr. Adams, and 
that we may decide finally upon it. Whereupon the pe- 
titioners repreſent, with all reſpe& poſſible, but at the 
ſame time with the firmeſt confidence, to the venerable 
Regency of this City, that they would authorize and 
qualify the Lords their Deputies at the Aſſembly of 
their noble and grand Mightineſſes, to the end, that they 


inſiſt in a manner the moſt energetic, at the Aſſembly of 
333 their 
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their noble and grand Mightineſſes, that the reſolution 
demanded may be taken without the leaſt delay, to the 
end that, on the part of this Province, it be effected, at 
the Aſſembly of the States General, that the American 
Miniſter, Mr. Adams be as ſoon as poſſible admitted to 
the audience which he has demanded, and that they take 
with him the determinations neceſſary to render free and 
open to the reciprocal inhabitants, the correſpondence de- 


manded;, 


So doing, &c. 


THE 
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The PETITIONS of the Merchants, and Manufacturer: of 

AERLEM, LEIDEN, and AMSTERDAM, which have 
- 77 preſented, on the twentieth of March, to their Hon 
M1GHTINESSES, were accompanied with another to the 
| ee HoLLAND, and WEST FRIESLAND, con- 
. ceived in theſe Terms, 1 oo | 
T H E ſubſcribers, inhabitants of this country, mer- 
1 chants, manufacturers, and others, living by com- 
merce, give with all reſpect to underſtand, that they have 
the honour to annex hereto a copy of a petition preſentel 
by them to their High Mightineſſes, the States General 
of the United Low Countries. The importance of the 
thing which it contains, the conſiderable commerce which 
theſe countries might. eſtabliſh in North America, the 
profits which we might draw from it, and the importance 
of induſtry and manufactures, by the relation which they 
have with commerce in general, as well as the navigation 
to that extenſive country; all theſe objects have made 
them take the liberty to repreſent, in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, this great affair for them, and for the connections 
which the petitioners may have, in quality of manufac- 
turers, with the merchants, moſt humbly praying your 
noble and grand Mightineſſes, for the acquiſition of theſe 
important branches of commerce, and for the advantage 
of all the manufactures, and other works of labour and 
of traffic, to be ſo good as to take this petition, and the 
reaſons which it contains, into your high conſideration, 
and to favour it with your powerful ſupport and pro- 
tection, and by a favourable reſolution, which may be 
taken at the Aſſembly of their High Mightineſſes, to 
direct, on the part of this Province, things in ſuch a man- 
ner, that for obtaining this commerce ſo deſired and ſo 
neceſſay for this Republic, that there be concerted ſuch 
efficacious meaſures, as the high wiſdom and patriotic 
ſentiments of your noble and grand Mightineſſes may find 
convenient, for the well-being of ſo great a number of in- 
habitants, and for the prejudice of their enemies. 

| 80 doing, &c, 
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AT Dordrecht there has not been preſented any petition. 
+ + Buton the twentieth of March, the merchants, con- 
vinced by redoubled proofs of the zeal, and of the efforts 
of their Regency, for the true intereſts of commerce, 
judged it unneceſlary to preſent a petition after the exam- 
ple of the merchants of other cities. They contented 
themſelves with teſtifying verbally their deſire that there 
might be contracted connections of commerce with the 
United States of America: That this ſtep had been 
crowned with ſuch happy ſucceſs, that the fame day 20th 
of March, 1782, it was reſolved, by the ancient Council, to 
authorize their deputies, at the Aſſembly of Holland, to 
concur in every manner poſſible, that, without delay, Mr. 
Adams be acknowledged in his quality of Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary; that his letters of eredence be accepted; and 
conferences opened upon this objet © 
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ZWOLL 
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ws HE ſubſcribers, all merchants, manufacturers, and 
factors of the city of Zwoll, give reſpectfully to un- 
| derſtand, that every one of them, in his private concerns, 
finds by experience, as well as the inhabitants of the Re- 
public in general, the grievous effects of the decay into 
which commerce, and the manufactures of this country 
are fallen, little by little, and above all, ſince the hoſtile 
attack of the kingdom of England againſt this State; that 
it being their _ to their country, as well as to them- 
ſelves, to make ule of all the circumſtances which might 
contribute to their re-eſtabliſhment, the requiſition made 
not long fince by Mr. Adams to the Republic, to wit, to 
conclude a treaty of commerce with the United States of 
North America, could not eſcape their attention; an affair, 
the utility, advantage, and neceſſity of which, for theſe Pro- 
vinces, are ſo evident, and have been ſo often proved in an 
inconteſtible manner, that the petitioners will not fatigue 
your noble Lordſhips, by placing them before you, nor the 
general intereſts of this city, nor the particular relations of 
the petitioners, conſidering that they are convinced, in the 
firſt place, that England making againſt the Republic the 
moſt ruinous war, and having broken every treaty with 
her, all kind of complaiſance for that kingdom 1s un- 
ſeaſonable. | 
In the ſecond place, that America, which ought to be 
regarded as become free at the point of the ſword, and as 
willing, by the prohibition of all the productions and ma- 
nufactures of England, to break abſolutely with that 
kingdom; it is preciſely the time, and perhaps the only 
time, in which we may have a favourable opportunity to 
enter into connection with this new and powerful Re- 
public; a time which we cannot negle& without running 
the greateſt riſque of being irrevocably prevented by the 
other powers, and even by England. Thus we take the 
liberty reſpectfully to ſupplieate your noble Lordſhips, 
that, having ſheywn, for a long time, that you ſet a value 
FS. | upon 
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upon the formation of alliances with powerful ſtates, you 
may have the goodneſs, at the approaching aſſembly of the 
nobility, and of the cities forming the States of this Pro- 
vince, to redouble your efforts, to the end that, in the name 
of this country, it may be decided at the Generality, that 
Mr. Adams be acknowledged, and the propoſed negotia- 

tions opened as ſoon as poſſible. N 1 * 


So doing, &c. 
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PETITION or AMSTERDAM. 


12 their High Mightineſſes, the States General of the 
United Provinces, the underſigned, merchants, ma- 
nufacturers, and others, inhabitants living by commerce 
in this country, give reſpectfully to underſtand: is 
That, although the petitioners have always relied, 
with entire confidence, upon the adminiſtration and the 
reſolutions of your High Mightineſſes, and it is againſt. 
their inclinations to interrupt your important delibera- 
tions, they think, however, that they ought, at this time 
to take the liberty; and believe as well intentioned inha- 
bitants, that it is their indiſpenſible —_ in the preſent 
moment, which is moſt critical for the Republic, to lay 
humbly before your High Mightineſſes their intereſts. 
What good citizen in the Republic, having at heart 
the intereſt of his dear country, can diſſemble, or repre- 
ſent to himſelf without diſmay, the fad ſituation to which 
we are reduced by the attack, equally ſudden, unjuſt, and 
perfidious of the Engliſh? Who would have dared two 
years ago to foretell, and, notwithſtanding the dark clouds 
which even then began to form themſelves, could even 
have imagined that our commerce and our navigation, 
with the immenſe affairs which depend upon them, the 
ſupport and the proſperity of this Republic, could have 
fallen and remained in ſuch a terrible decay? that in 
I780, more than two thouſands of Dutch veſlels having 
| Paſſed the Sound, not one was found upon the lift in 
1781? That the ocean, heretofore covered with our 
veſſels, ſhould ſee at preſent ſcarcely any? and that we 
may be reduced to ſee our navigation, formerly ſo much 
reſpected and preferred by all the nations, paſs entirely 
into the hands of other powers? It would be ſuperfluous 
to endeavour to explain at length the damages, the enor- 
mous loſſes, which our inhabitants have ſuſtained by the 
ſudden invaſion and the pillage of the colonies, and of 
their ſhips ; diſaſters, which not only fall directly upon 
the merchant, but which have alſo a general influence, 
and make themſelves felt in-the moſt melancholy manner, 
WAR | t ven 
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even by the loweſt artiſans and Jabourers, by the languor 
which they occaſion in commerce. But, how great ſo- 
ever they may be, it might, perhaps, be poſſible, by the 
aid of the paternal cares of your High Mightineſfes, and 
by oppoſing a vigorous reſiſtance to the enemy, already 
enervated, to repair in time all theſe loſſes; (without men- 
tioning indemnitications) if this ſtagnation of commerce 
was only momentary, and if the induſtrious merchant did 
not ſec beforchand the ſources of his future felicity dried 
up. It is this gloomy foreſight which, in this moment, 
afflicts, in the higheſt degree, the petitioners ; for, it would 
be the height of folly and inconſideration to defire ſtill 
to flatter ourſelves, and to remain quiet, in the expecta- 
tion that, after the concluſion of the peace, the buſineſs, 
at preſent turned out of its direction, ſhould return en- 
tirely into this country; for experience ſhews the con- 
trary in a manner the moſt convincing ; and it is moſt 
probable, that the ſame nations, who are actually in poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, will preſerve, at that time, the greateſt part of 
it. Your alarmed petitioners throw their eyes round 
every where, to diſcover new ſources, capable of procur- 
ing them more ſucceſs, in future. They even flatter tem- 
ſelves that they have found them upon the new theatre of 
commerce 'which the United States of America offer 
them; a commerce, of which, in this moment, but in 
this moment only, they believe themſelves to be in a con- 
dition to be able to aſſure to themſelves a good ſhare ; 
and the great importance of which, joined to the fear of 
ſeeing eſcape from their hands this only and laft reſource, 
has induced them to take the reſolution to lay open re- 
ſpectfully their obſervations concerning this important 
object to your High Mightineſtes, with the earneſt prayer 
that you would conſider them with a - ſerious attention, 
and not interpret in ill part this meaſure of the petitioners, 
eſpecially as their future well-being, perhaps even that 
of the whole Republic, depends on the deciſion of this 
affair. 3 | | | 
No man can call in queſtion that England has derived 
her greateſt forces from her commerce with America; 
thoſe immenſe treaſures, which that commerce has pour- 
ed into the coffers of the ſtate ; the uncommon proſperity 
of ſeveral of her commercial houſes, the extreme reputa- 
| Oe, tion 
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tion of her manufactures, the conſumption of which, in 
quantities beyond all bounds, contributes efficaciouſly to 
their perfection, are convincing proofs of it. However 
it may be, and notwithſtanding the ſuppoſition, too lightly 
adopted, that we cannot imitate the Britiſh manufactures, 
the manufacture of painted linens of Rouen; thoſe of 
wool of Amiens, of Germany, of Overyſſel; and the Pins 
of Zwoll prove viſibly that all things need not be drawn 
from England; and that, moreover, we are as well in a con- 
dition, or ſhall ſoan be, to equal them in ſeveral refpects. 
Permit us, high and mighty Lords, to the end to avoid 
all further digreſhion, to requeſt in this regard the attention 
of your High Mightineſſes to the ſituation of commerce 
in F at the beginning of the war. Continual loſſes 
had almoſt ruined it altogether. Like ours, ſeveral of her 
merchants failed of capitals; and others wanted courage 
to continue their commerce; her manufactures er a 
ed; the people groaned ; in one word, every thing thęere 
marked out the horrors of war. But, at prefent, her 
maritime towns, overpeopled, have occaſion to be en- 
larged; her manufaQtures, having arrived at a degree of 
exportation unknown before, begin to perfect themſelves 
more and more, in ſuch a degree, that the melancholy. 
conſequences of the war are ſcarcely felt in that kingdom. 
But, fince it is inconteſtible that this favourable alteration 
refults almoſt entirely from its commerce with America, 
that even this has taken place in time of war; which, 
moreover, is ever prejudicial, we leave it to the enlighten- 
ed judgment of your High Mightineſſes to deeide, what 
it is that we may expect from a commerce of this nature, 
even at preſent, but eſpecially in time of peace. In the 
mean time, we have had the happineſs to make a trial, of 
ſhort duration it is true, but very ſtrong in proportion to 
its continuance, in our colony of St. Euſtatia, of the im- 
portance of the commerce, though not direct, with North 

America. The regiſters of the Weſt India Compan 
may furniſh proofs of it very conyincing to your High 

Mightineſſes; in fact, their productions are infinitely ſuit- | 
able to our market, whilſt; on our ſide, we have to ſend 
them ſeveral articles of convenience and of neceſſity from 
our own country, or from the neighbouring ſtates of Ger- 
many. Moreover, ſeveral of our 2 manufac- 
| e tures, 
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tures, ſcattered in the ſeven United Provinces, may per- 
haps be reſtored to their former vigour, by means of boun- 
ties, or the diminution of impoſts. The importance of 
manufactures for a country is ſufficiently proved, by the 
conſiderable gratifications promiſed and paid by Britiſh 
policy for their encouragement, and by the advantages 
Which that kingdom has procured to itfelf by this means, 
even beyond what had been expecteec. 
The petitioners know perfectly well the obſtacles, al- 
moſt inſurmountable, which always oppoſe themſelves 
to the habitual uſe of new manufactures, although cer- 
tainly better in quality; and they dare advance, without 
heſitation, that ſeveral of our manufaQures are ſuperior 
to thoſe of the Engliſh. A moment more favourable can 
never offer itſelf than the preſent, when, by a reſolution 
of Congreſs, the importation of all the eke gte of the pro- 
duce of Great Britain, and of her colonies, is forbidden; 
which reduces the merchant and the purchaſer to the ne- 
ceſſity of recurring to other merchandiſes, the uſe of 
which will ſerve to diſſipate the prejudice conceived againſt 
them. It is not only the manufactures, high and _ | 
Lords, which promiſe a permanent advantage to our Re- 
public. The navigation will derive alſo great advan- 
tages; for it is very far from being true (as ſeveral would 
maintain) that the Americans, being once in the tranquil 
poſſeſſion of their independence, would themſelves exer- 
eiſe with vigour theſe two branches; and that in the ſe- 
quel, we ſhall be- wholly fruſtrated of them. Whoever 
has the leaſt knowledge of the country of America, and 
of its vaſt extent, knows that the number of inhabitants is 
not there in proportion. That even the two banks of the 
Miſſiſſippi, the moſt beautiful tract of this country, other - 
wiſe ſo fertile, remain ſtill uncultivated; and as there are 
wanted ſo many hands, it is not at all probable to preſume, 
that they will or can occupy themſelves to eſtabliſh new 
man res, both becaufe of the new charges, which 
they would put upon the augmentation and.exportation of 
their productions. | 
It is then for theſe ſame reaſons (the want of popula- 
tion) that they will fcarcely find the hands neceſſary, to 
take advantage of the fiſheries, which are the property 
of their country ; which will certainly oblige N to 
| | | abandon 
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abandon to us the navigation of freight. There is not 
therefore any one of our provinces, much leſs any one of 
our cities, which cannot enjoy the advantage of this com- 
merce : No, high and ___ Lords, the petitioners are 


perſuaded that the utility and the benefit of it will ſpread 
itſelf over all the provinces and countries of the Genera- 
lity. Guelderland and Overyſſel cannot too much extend 


their manufactures of wool, of fwanſkin,'and other things; 


even the ſhoemakers of the mayoralty, and of Langſtret, 
will find a conſiderable opening ; almoſt all the manufac- 
tures of Utrecht and of Leyden will flouriſh anew. Har- 
lem will ſee revive its manufactures of ſtuffs, of laces of 
ribbons, of twiſt, at preſent in the loweſt ſtate of decay. 
Delft will ſee vaſtly augmented the ſale of its earthen ware, 
and Gouda that of its tobacco-pipes. 1 

However great may be the advantages foreſeen by the 
petitioners, from a legal commerce duly protected with 
America, their fear is not leſs, leſt we ſhould ſuffer to 
eſcape the happy moment of aſſuring to them, and to all 
the. Republic, theſe advantages. The preſent moment 
muſt determine the whole. The Engliſh nation is weary 
of the war; and as that people runs eaſily into extremes, 
the petitioners are afraid, with ſtrong probable appearances, 
that a compleat acknowledgment of American indepen- 
dence will ſoon take place; above all, if the Engliſh ſee 
an opportunity of being able ſtill to draw from America 
ſome conditions favourable for them, or at leaſt ſomething 
to our diſadvantage. Ah! what is it which ſhould inſti- 
gate the Americans in making peace, and renewing 
riendſhip with Great Britain, to have any regard for the 
intereſts of our republic? If England could only obtain 
for a condition, that we ſhould be obliged to pay duties 
more burthenſome for our veſſels, this would be not onl 
a continual and permanent prejudice ; but would be ſuf- 
ficient to tranſmit to poſterity, a lamentable proof of our. 
exceſſive deference for unbridled enemies. 

The petitioners dare flatter themſelves that a meaſure 
fo frank of this Republic, may powerfully ſerve for the 
acceleration of a general peace. A general ardour to ex- 
tinguiſh the flames of war reigns in England; an upright 
and vigorous conduct, on the part of this Republic, will 
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contribute to accelerate the accompliſhment of the wiſhes 
—A =. 05; N 

We flatter ourſelves, high and mighty Lords, that we 
have in this regard alleged ſufficient reaſons for an im- 
mediate deciſion; and that we have ſo viſibly proved the 
danger of _ that we dare to hope from the paternal 
equity of your High Mightineſſes, a reaſonable attention 
to the reſpectful propoſition which we have made. It pro- 
ceeds from no other motive than a ſincere affection for the 
precious .intereſts of our dear country; ſince we conſider 
it as certain, that as ſoon as the ſtep taken by us ſhall be 
known by the Engliſh, and that — ſhall have the leaſt 
hope of preventing us, they will not fail, as. ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, to acknowledge American independence. Support- 
ed by all theſe reaſons, the petitioners addreſs themſelves 
to your High Mightineſſes, humbly requeſting that it may 
pleaſe your High Mightinefles, after the occurrences and 
affairs above-mentioned, to take, for the greateſt advan- 
tage of this country, as ſoon as poſſible, ſuch reſolution 


as your High Mightineſles ſhall judge moſt convenient. 


Wo This doing, &c. 


PETITION 


VB 
P E NV * 8 
To the Burgomaſters and Regents of 
AM r & RB AM 


T HE ſubſcribers, all merchants and manufacturers of 
+ this city, with all due reſpec, give to underſtand : 
That the difference ariſen between the kingdom of Great 
Britain and the United States of America, has not' only 
given occaſion for a long and violent war, but that the 
arms of America have covered themſelves with a ſucceſs 
ſo happy, that the Congreſs, aſſiſted by the Courts of 
France and Spain, have ſo well eſtabliſhed their liberty and 
independence, and reduced Great Britain to extremities ſo 
critical, that the Houſe of Commons in England, notwith- 
ſtanding all the oppoſition of the Britiſh Miniſtry, have 
Jately formed the important reſolution to turn the King 
from an offenſive war againſt America, with no other de- 
ſign than to accelerate, if it is poſſible, a reconciliation with 
America. g 
That to this happy revolution in the diſpoſitions of the 
Engliſh in favour of the liberty and independence of 
America, according to all appearances, the reſolution 
taken by the Congreſs, towards the end of the laſt year, to 
wit, to forbid in all America the importation of Britiſh 
manufactures and productions, has greatly contributed : a 
reſolution, of which they perceive in England, too viſi- 
bly, the conſequences ruinous to their manufactures, 
trade, commerce, and navigation, to be able to remain 
indifferent in this regard. For all other commercial na- 
tions, who take to heart, ever ſo little, their own proſpe- 
rity, will apply themſelves ardently, to collect from it all 
the fruit poſſible. To this effect, it would be unpardona- 
ble for the buſineſs and commerce of this Republic in 
general, and for thoſe of this city in particular, to ſuffer to 
eſcape this occaſion ſo favourable for the encouragement 
of our manufactures ſo declined, and languiſhing in the 
interior cities, as well as that of the commerce and navi- 
gation in the maritime cities; or to ſuffer that other com- 
| | mercial 
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merceial nations, even with a total excluſion of the mer- 
cantile intereſts of this Republie, ſhould profit of it, and 
this, upon an occaſion, when, by reaſon of the war, equal- 
ly unjuſt and ruinous, in which the kingdom of Great 
Britain has involved this Republic, we cannot, and ought 
not to have the Jeaſt regard or condeſcenſion for that jea- 
lous State, being able even to oblige this arrogant neigh- 
bour, in the juſt fear of the conſequences which a more 
intimate connection between this Republic and North 
America would undoubtedly have, to lay down the ſooner 
her arms, and reſtore tranquility to all Europe. 1 
That the petitioners, notwithſtanding the inclination 
they have for it, ought not nevertheleſs to explain them- 
ſelves farther upon this: object, nor make a demonſtration 
in detail of the important advantages which this Repub- 
lic may procure itſelf by a connection and a relation more 
intimate with North America ; both, becauſe that no well- 
informed man can eaſily call the thing in queſtion, or con- 
tradict it; but alſo, becauſe the States of Frieſland them-. 
ſelves have very lately explained themſelves, in a manner 
to remarkable, in this reſpect; and which is ſtill more re- 
markable, becauſe in very different circumſtances, with a 
foreſight, which poſterity will celebrate by ſo much the_ 
more, as it is attacked in our time by ill deſigning citizens, 
the Lords your predeceſſors thought, four years ago, upon 
the means of hindering this Republic from being exelud- 
ed from the buſineſs of the new world, and from falling 
into the diſagreeable ſituation in which the kingdom of 
Portugal is at preſent, conſidering that according to the 
informations of your petitioners, the Congreſs has exclud- 
ed that kingdom from all commerce and buſineſs with 
North America, ſolely, becauſe it had perceived that it 
ſuffered itſelf to be too ſtrongly directed by the influence 
of the Britiſh Court. This example makes us fear with 
reaſon that if the propoſitions made, in the name of Ame- 
rica, by Mr. Adams to this Republic, ſhould remain, as 
they ſtill are, without an anſwer, or that, if, contrary to 
all expectation, they ſhould be rejected, in that caſe the 
Republic ought not to expect a better treatment.. 
That, for theſe reaſons and many others, the petitioners 
had flattered themſelves that we ſhould long ago have 


opened negotiations, and a cloſer: correſpondence, * ; 
| 0 % t 1e 
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the United States of America. But this important work 
appeared to meet with difficulties with fome, as incom- 


patible with the acceſſion of this Republic to the armed 


neutrality, and, in courſe, with the accepted mediation; 
whilſt that others cannot be perſuaded to make this fo ne- 


ceſſary ſtep, in the opimon that we cannot draw any ad- 


vantage, or at leaſt of much importance, from a more 
ſtrict connection with America: Reaſons, according to 


the petitioners, the frivolity of which is apparent to every / 


one who is not filled with prejudice, without having occa- 
ſion to employ many words to point it out, For, as to the 
firſt point, ſuppoſing, for a moment, that it might be made 
a queſtion whether the Republic, after her acceſſion to the 
armed neutrality, before the war with England, could take 
a ſtep of this nature, without renouncing at the ſame time 
the advantages of the armed neutrality which it had em- 
braced it is at leaſt very certain, that every difficulty con- 
cerning the competency of the Republic to take a {imilar 
ſtep vaniſhes and diſappears of itfelf at preſent, when it 
finds itſelf involved in a war with Great Britain, fince 
from that moment ſhe could not only demand the aſſiſtance 
and ſuccour of all the confederates in the armed neutra- 
lity, but that thereby ſhe finds herſelf authorized, for her 
own defence, to employ all forts of means, violent and 
others, which ſhe couid not before adopt nor put in uſe, 
while ſhe was really in the poſition of a neutral power 
which would profit of the advantages of the armed neu- 
trality. This reaſoning then proves evidently, that, in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, the Republic might ac- 
knowledge the independence of America ; and, notwith- 


ſtanding this, claim of full right the aſſiſtance of her 
neutral allies, at leaſt, if we would not maintain one of 


the two following abſurdities : That, notwithſtanding 
the violent aggreſſion of England in reſentment of our 
acceſſion to the armed neutrality, we dare not defend our- 
ſelves, until our confederates ſhall think proper to come to 
our aſſiſtance; or, otherwiſe, that being attacked by the 
Engliſh, it ſhould be permitted us, conformably to the 
rights of the armed neutrality, to reſiſt them in arms, 
whether on the Doggers-bank or eiſewhere, but not by 
contracting alliances, which certainly do no injury or 


harm to the convention of the armed neutrality, notwith- 


_ ſtanding 
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E 
ſtanding even the ſmall hope we have of being ſuccored 
by the allies of the armed confederation. The argument 
of the mediation is ſtill more contrary to common ſenſe 
in this, that it ſuppoſes, that the Republic, by accepting 
the mediation, has alſo renounced the employment of all 
the means, by the way of arms, of alliances, or other- 
wiſe, which it might judge uſeful or neceſſary to annoy 
her enemy: a ſuppoſition, which certainly is deſtitute of 
all foundation, and which would reduce it ſimply to a real 
ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities on the part of the Republic only; 
to which the Republic can never have conſented, neither 
directly nor indirectly. 
Beſides this laſt argument, the petitioners ought to ob- 
ſerve, in the firſt place, that by means of a good harmony 
and friendſhip with the United States of America, there 
will ſpring up, not only different ſources of buſineſs for 
this Republic, founded ſolely on commerce and naviga- 
tion, but in particular the manufactures and trade will 
aſſume a new activity in the interior cities; for they may 
conſume the amount of millions of our manufactures in 
that new country, of ſo vaſt extent: In the ſecond place, 
abſtracted from all intereſts of commerce, the friendſhip 
or the enmity of a nation, which, after having made pri- 
ſoners of two Engliſh armies, has known how to render 
herſelf reſpectable and formidable, if it were only in rela- 


tion to the weſtern poſſeſſions of this State, is not and 


cannot be in any manner indifferent for our Republic. 
In the laſt place, it is neceſſary that the petitioners remark 
farther in this reſpect, that ſeveral inhabitants of this Re- 
public, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, ſuffer very conſi- 
derable loſſes and damages, which at leaſt. hereafter might 


be wholly prevented, or in part, in caſe we ſhould make 


with the United States of America, with relation to 
veſſels and effects recaptured, a convention ſimilar to that 
which has been made with the Crown of France the laſt 
year; for, venerable Regents, if a convention of this 
nature had been contracted in the beginning of this war, 
the inhabitants of the Republic would have already derived 
important advantages from it, conſidering that ſeveral 
ſhips and cargoes, taken by the Engliſh from the inhabi- 
tants of this State, have fallen into 95 hands of the Ame- 


ricans; among others, two veſſels from the Weſt Indies, 
8 richly 
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WO 
richly loaded, and making fail for the ports of the Re- 
public, and bath eſtimated at more than a million of flo- 
rins of Holland; which, captured by the Engliſh at the 
commencement of the year paſt, were carried into North 
America, where, after the capitulation of General Corn-- 
wallis, they paſſed from the hands of the Engliſh into 
others. i | Ea 

That, although the, petitioners are fully convinced, that 
the intereſts of the commerce of this common country, 
and of this citys have conſtantly, but eſpecially in theſe . 
laſt years, attracted, and ſtill attract every day, a great part 

of the cares of the venerable Regency; nevertheleſs, 
having regard to the importance of the affair, the peti- 
tioners have thought that they might, and that they ought 
to take the liberty to addreſs themſelves with this petition 
to you, venerable Regents, to inform you, according to 

truth, that the moments are precious, that we cannot loſe 
any time, how little ſoever it may be, without running the 
reateſt riſque of loſing all; ſince, by heſitating longer, 
the Republic, according to all appearances, would not de- 

rive any advantage, not even more than it has derived 
from its acceſſion to the armed neutrality ; becauſe that in 
the fear of Britiſh menaces, we did not determine to ac- 
cede to it, until the opportunity of improving the advan- 

tage of it was paſſed. | | £ 

For theſe cauſes, the petitioners addreſs themſelves to 
you, venerable Regents, reſpectfully ſoliciting, that your 
efficacious influence may condeſcend, at the Alembſ of 
their noble and grand Mightineſſes the States of this Pro- 
vince, to direct affairs in ſuch a manner, that upon this im- 
portant object there may be taken as ſoon as poſſible, and, 
if poſſible, even during the continuance of this Aſſembly, 
a final and deciſive reſolution, ſuch as you, venerable Re- 
gents, and their noble and grand Mightineſſes, according 

to their high wiſdom, ſhall judge the moſt convenient: 
and if, contrary to all expectation, this important opera- 
tion ſhould meet with any obſtacle on the part of one or 
more of the confederates, that in that caſe you, venerable 
Thomas” in concert with the Province of Frieſland, and 
thoſe of the other Provinces who make no difficulty to 
open a negotiation with America, will condeſcend fo 
canſider of the means, 1 5 ſhall be found proper and 


con- 
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convenient to effectuate, that the commerce of this 
Province, as well as that of Frieffand, and the other 
members 1 the ſame opinion, may not be pre- 
judiced by any dilatory deliberations, nor too late re- 
— fot the concluſion of a meaſure as important as 


So doing, &c, 
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AMSTERDAM, 
den Ess of the 22 Ec. to their ae. 


Nonxx, GREAT, AND VENERABLE Lonps? 


JT: is for us a particular ſatisfaction to be able to offer 

to, your noble and great lordſhips, as heads of the re- 
gency of this city, this well intentioned addreſs that a 
multitude of our moſt reſpectable fellow-citizens have 
ſigned. It was already prepared and ſigned by many, 
when we learned, as well by the public papers as other- 
wiſe, the propoſitions of a particular peace, with an offer 
of an immediate ſuſpenſion af hoſtilines on the part of 
Great- Britain, made to this ſtate by the mediatign of the 
Ruffian ambaſſador. This is the only reaſon why no 
immediate mention was made of it in the addreſs itſelf. 
It is by no means the idea, that theſe offers would have 


made any impreſſion upon the merchants; ſince we can, 


on the contrary, in ruth aſſure your noble eat 
Lordſhips, that the an. 3 nearly er. 
change of Amſterdam, as much as that is intereſted in it, 


is entixely conformable to that which the merchants of 


Rotterdam have made known in ya energetic a manner : 


that conſequently we have the greateſt averſion to like 


offers, as artful as dangerous, which, being 

would very probably throw this Republic into other ſitun- 
tions very embarraiing, the immediate conſequ 2 af 
which wa be, to ruin it totally: whereas, on the other 
hand, theſe offers ſhew that we haye only to deal 5 
an feel, d, whom we ae farc | 
and durable peace in the end, by following 


ple of France, Spain, and North 5 7 uſu 


the means which are in our hands. 


It is improper for us, however ID farther 
this 5 ene may be; — for 1225 | 


that your noble and great Lordſhips ſee thoſe pou 


Fanſequences' more zh "ou we gan rage thern: 
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The merchants continue to recommend their commerce 
and navigation to the conſtant care and protection of your 
noble and great Lordſhips, and to inſiſt only, that in caſe 
theſe offers of the court of England ſhould be, at any 
time, the cauſe that the affair of the admiſſion of Mr. 
Adams, in quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the Unit- 
ed States of America, ſhould meet with any difficulty or 
delay on the part of the other confederates, that your 
noble and great lordſhips, conformably to the ſecond arti- 
cle of our requiſition, inſerted in this requeſt, would have 
the goodneſs to think upon meaſures which would ſecure 
this province from the ruinous conſequences of ſuch a 
proceeding, Ed | | 


To the foregoing was joined the Addreſs preſented 
to the Burgomaſters and the Council, which is of the 
following tenor. e e 


 NoBLE, GREAT, VENERABLE, AND NOBLE AND 


_ . VENERABLE Lorps! | 5 

The underſigned merchants, citizens, and inhabitants 
of the city of Amſterdam, have learned with an inexpreſſi- 
ble joy, the news of the reſolution taken the 28th of 
March laſt by thefr noble and grand Mightineſſes, the 
lords the States of Holland and Weſt-Frieſland. Their 
noble and grand Mightineſſes have thereby not only ſatis- 
fied the general withes of the greateſt and beſt part of 
the inhabitants of this province, but they have laid the 
foundations of ulteriour alliances and -correſpondencies of 
friendſhip and of good underſtanding with the United 
States of America, which promiſe new life to the lan- 
guiſhing fate of our commerce, navigation, and manu- 
factures. The unanimity with which that reſolution was 
decided in the aſſembly of Holland, gives us grounds to 
hope that the States of the other provinces will. not delay 
to take a' ſimilar reſolution ; whilſt the ſame unanimity 
fills with the moſt lively ſatisfaction the well intentioned 
inhabitants of this city, and without doubt thoſe of the 
whole country, in convincing them fully that the union 
8 | | Y among 
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among the ſage and venerable fathers of the country in- 
creaſes more and more; whilſt that the promptneſs and 
activity with which it hath been concluded, make us hope, 
with reaſon, that we ſhall reap, in time, from a ſtep fo 
important and ſo neceſſary for this Republic, the deſired 
fruits. Who then can call in queſtion, or diſavow that 
the moment ſeems to approach nearer and nearer, when 
this Republic ſhall enter into new relations with a people, 
who find themſelves in circumſtances which differ but little 
from thoſe in which our anceſtors found themſelves two 
centuries ago, with a people which conciliates more and 
more the general affection and eſteem. 8 

The conformity of religion and government, which 1s 
en us and America, joined to the indubitable 
ſhe hath already long ſince given of the prefe- 
e feels for our friendſhip, makes the under- 
ſigned not only ſuppoſe, but inſpires them with a confi- 
dence that our connections with her will be equally ſolid, 
advantageous, and ſalutary to the intereſts of the two 
nations. The well-being and proſperity which will very 
probably reſult from them; the part which you noble, 
great, venerable, and noble and*venerable lords, have had 
in the concluſion of a reſolution ſo remarkable-; the con- 
viction that the venerable council of this city had of it, 
upon the propoſition of the nohle, great, and venerable 
Lords, moſt conſented to, before the requeſt relative to 
this project preſented not long fince to you, noble, great, 
and venerable Lords, had come to the knowledge of the 
council; finally the remembrance of that which was done 
upon this matter in the year 1778, with the beſt inten- 
tions and the moſt laudable views, finding itſelf at preſent 
_ crowned with an approbation as public as it is general, 
indiſpenſibly oblige the underſigned to approach you with 
this addreſs; not only to congratulate you upon fo re- 
markable an event, but to thank you at the ſame time 
with as much zeal as ſolemnity, for all thoſe well inten- 
tioned cares, and thoſe. well concerted meaſures, for that 
inflexible attachment, and that faithful adherence to the 
true intereſts of the country in general, and of this city 
in particular, which manifeſt themſelves in ſo ſtriking a 
manner, in all the proceedings and reſolutions: of your 
noble, great, and venerable Lordſhips, and of the*venera® 
or Dy oY | ble 
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ble council of this city, and which certainly will attract 
the efteem and veneration of the lateſt poſterity, when 
comparing the annals and events of the preſent with thoſe 
of former times, it ſhall diſcover that Amſterdam might 
ill boaſt itſelf of poſſeſſing patriots who dared ſacrifice 
_ generouſly all views of private intereſts, of grandeur and 
conſideration to the ſacred obligations that their country 
requires of them, _ 5 SE 
We Matter ourſelyes, noble, great, venerable, noble 
and venerable Lords, that the preſent public demonſtration 
of our eſteem and attachment will be ſo much the more 
agreeable, as it is more rare in our republic, and perhaps 
even it is without example; and as it is more proper to 
efface all the odiqus jmpreſſions that the calumny and 
malignity of the Engliſh miniſtry, not long ago ſo ſer- 
vilely adored by many, but mh downfal is at. preſent 
conſummated, had endeayqured to ſpread, particularly a 
little before and at the beginning of this war, inſinuations, 
which have {ſince found partiſans in the United Provinces, 
among thoſe who have not been aſhamed to paint the. 
Exchange of Amſterdam (that is to ſay the moſt reſpecta- 
ble and the moſt uſeful part of the citizens of this city, 
and at the ſame time the principal ſupport of the well- 
being of the United Provinces) as if it conſiſted in a great 
part of a contemptible herd of vile intereſted ſouls, havi 
no other object than to give logſe to their avidity, — 
to their deſire of aan treaſures, in defrauding the 
public revenues, and in tranſporting articles, — the 
faith of treaties; calumniators, who have had at the ſame 
time, and have ſtill the audacity to affront the moſt 
right regency of the moſt conſiderable city of the Rep 
lic, and to expoſe it to public contempt, as if it partici - 
pated by connivance, and otherwiſe, in ſo ſhameful a 
commerce; inſinuations and accuſations which have been 
ſpread with as much falſhood as wickedneſs, and which 
ought to excite ſo much the more the indignation of every 
ſenſible heart, when it is conſidered that not only the 
merchants of this city, but alſo thoſe of the whole Re- 
public have ſo ;avidaly reſpected the faith of treaties 


that, to the aſtoniſhment of eyery impartial man, one can- 
not produce any proofs, at leaſt no ſufficient proofs, that 
there hath ever been tranſported from this country con- 


and 
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traband merchandizes; whilſt that the conjuncture in 
which imputations of this kind have been ſpread render- 
ed the proceeding ſtill more odious, ſeeing it has been 
done at an wry. when the commerce and navigation of 
Amſterdam, and of the whole Republic, would have ex- 
perienced the firſt and almoſt the only attack of an unjuſt 
and perfidious ally, for want of neceſſary protection, upon 
| which you, noble, great, venerable, and noble and vene-. 
rable Lotds, have fo often and ſo ſeriouſly inſiſted, even 
before the commencement, of the troubles between Great 
Britain and the United States of America; at an epoch, 
when the merchant, formed for enterpriſes, was obliged 
0 ſee the fruit of his labour, and of his cares, the re- 
vmpence of his indefatigable induſtry, and the patrimony 
eſtined to his poſterity, raviſhed from his hands by fo- 
eign violence and an unbounded rapacity; at an epoch 


Anally, when the wiſe and prudent politicians, who had 


exhauſted themſelves and ſpared no pains for the public 
good, ſaw their patriotic views diflipated, and their pro- 
Jes vaniſh. _ | Sl 3 
Receive then, noble, great, venerable, and noble and 
venerable Lords, this ſolemn 3 of our lively 
gratitude, as graciouſly as it is given ſincerely on our 
part. Receive it as a proof of our attachment to yeur 
perſons; an attachment which is not founded upon fear, 
nor an Exteriour repreſentation of authority and grandeur, 
but which is founded on more noble and immoveable 
principles, thoſe of eſteem and reſpect, 2 a 
fitiment of true greatneſs and of generoſity. Be aſſured 
that when contemptible diſcord, with its odious attend» 
ants, artifice and impoſture, could effectuate nothing, ab- 
ſolutely nothing, at the moment when the preſent war 
broke out, to prejudice. in the leaſt the fidelity of the 
Citizens of the Amſtel, or to ſhake them in the obſervance 
of their duties; the inconveniencies and the evils that a 
war naturally and neceſſarily draws after it will not pro- 
duce the effect neither. Yes, we will ſubmit more wil- / 
lingly to them, according as we ſhall perceive that the 
means that Gop and Names have put into our hands 
are more and more employed to reduce and humble an 
- haughtyenemy. Continue then, noble, great, venerable, . 
noble and venerable Lords, to proceed with ſafety in — 5 
5 TOE toa 
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road that you follow, the only one, which in our opinion 
can, under the divine benediction, tend to ſave the coun- 
try from its preſent ſituation. Let nothing divert or in- 
timidate you from it. You have e ſurmounted the 


greateſt difficulties, and the moſt pointed cares. A more 
pleaſing perſpective already opens. Great Britain, not 
long ſince fo proud of her forces, that ſhe feared not to 
declare war againſt an ancient and faithful Ally, already 
repents of that unjuſt and raſh proceeding ; and, ſuccumb- 
ing under the weight of a war, which becomes more and 
more burthenſome, - ſhe ſighs after peace; whilſt that 
the harmony among the members of the ſupreme Govern- 
ment of this country increaſes with our arms, according 
as your political ſyſtem, whoſe neceſſity and ſalutary in- 
fluence were heretofore leſs acknowledged, gains every 
day more numerous imitators. The reſolution lately 
taken by the States of Frieſland, and ſo unanimouſly 
adopted by our Province, furniſhes, among many others, 
one inconteſtible proof of it; whilſt the naval combat 
fought the laſt year on Doggerſbank, hath ſnewn to 
aſtoniſhed Europe, that ſo long a peace hath not made 
the Republic forget the management of arms, but that, 
on the contrary, it nouriſhes in its boſom warriors who 
tread in the footſteps of the Tromps and Ruiters, from whoſe 
prudence. and intrepidity, after a beginning ſo glorious, 
we may promiſe ourſelves the moſt heroic actions; that 
their invincible courage, little affected with an evident 
ſuperiority, will procure, one day, to our country an honour- 
able and permanent peace, which, in eternizing their 
military glory, will cauſe the wiſe policy of your noble, 
great, venerable, and noble and venerable Lordſhips, to 
be bleſſed by the lateſt poſterity. * gl 
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To THEIR NoBLE MiGHTINESSES, THE LoRDs THE 
STATES OF THE COUNTRY OF UTRECHT, | 


T H E underſigned manufacturers, merchants, and other 
traders of this City give, with due reſpect, to under- 
ſtand, that the petitioners, placing their confidence in 
the intereſt that your noble Mightineſſes have always ap- 


peared to take in the advancement of manufactures and 


commerce, have not been at all ſcrupulous to recommend 
to the. vigilant attention of your noble Mightineſſes, the 
favourable occaſion that offers itſelf in this moment, to 
revive the manufactures, commerce, and trades fallen 
into decay in this City and Province, in caſe that your 
noble Mightineſſes 3 in the name of this 
City, Mr. Adams as Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, to the end that there might 
be formed with them a reaty of commerce for this Re- 
public. As the petitioners founded themſelves thus upon 
the intimate ſentiment of the execution of that which 
your noble Mightineſſes judge proper to the advancement 
of the well-being of the petitioners and of their intereſts, 
the petitioners have further the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
moſt agreeable proofs of it, when your noble Mightineſſes, 
in your laſt Aſſembly, reſolved unanimouſly to conſent, 
not only to the. admiſſion of Mr. Adams in quality of 
Miniſter of the Congreſs of North America, but to au- 
thoriſe the Lords the Deputies of this Province at the 
. Generality, to conform themſelves in the name of this 
Province, to the reſolutions of the Lords the States of 
Holland and Weſt Frieſland, and of Frieſland; and, do- 
ing this, to conſent to the acknowledgment and admiſſion 
of Mr. Adams, as Miniſter of the United States of Ame- 
rica, As that reſolution furniſhes the proofs the beſt 
intentioned, the moſt patriotic, for the advancement of 
that which may ſerve to the well-being and to the en- 
couragement of manufactures, of commerce, and of de- 
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cayed trades, as yell in general, as of this City and Pro- 
vince in particular, and which had been fo ardently de- 
fired; the petitioners think themſelves indiſpenſibly 
obliged to teſtify, in the moſt reſpectful manner, their 
gratitude for it to your noble Mightineſſes. The peti- 
tioners find themſelves abſolutely unable to expreſs, in 
words, the general ſatisfaction that this event hath cauſed, 

not only to them, but alſo to the great and ſmall of this 
Province; joined to the confirmation. of the perfect con- 
viction in which they repoſe themſelves, alſo, for the fu- 
ture, upon the paternal care of your noble Mightineſſes, 
that the conſummation of the deſired treaty of commerce 
with the Americans may be ſoon effected. The petitioners 
atteſt by the preſent, before your noble Mightineſſes, their 
ſolemn and well- meant gratitude, which they addreſs at 
the ſame time to your noble Mightineſſes, as the moſt 
ſincere mark of veneration and reſpect for the perſons, 
and the direction of public affairs, of your noble Mighti- 
neſſes; praying that Almighty God may deign to bleſs 
the efforts and the councils of your noble Mightineſſes, 
as well as thoſe of the Confederates ; that moreover- this 
Province, and our dear country, by the propoſitions of 
an Armiſtice, and that which depends thereon, ſhould 
not be involved in any negociations for à particular peace 
with our perfidious enemy, but that we obtain no other 
peace than a genera} peace, which (as your noble Mighti- 
neſſes expreſs yourſelves in your reſolution) may be com- 
patible with their honour and dignity ; and ſerve not only 
for this generation, but alſo for the lateſt poſterity, as a 
monument of glory, of eternal gratitude to, and eſteem 
for the perſons as, public adminiſtration of the preſent 
time. 8 > N 
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ExTRACHTH from the Regifter-Book of the Lords the 
| States of Frieſland. 


THE requiſition of Mr. Adams, for preſenting his let- 
1 ters of credence from the United States of America 
to their High Mightineſſes, having been brought into the 
aſſembly, and put into deliberation, as alſo the ulteriour 
addreſs to the ſame purpoſe, with a demand of a catego- 
rical anſwer, made by him, as is more amply mentioned 
in the minutes of their High Mightineſſes of the 4th of 
May, 1781, and the gth of January, 1782; whereupon 
it having been taken into conſideration that the ſaid Mr. 
Adams would my have ſome propoſitions to make to 
their High Mightineſſes, and to preſent to them the prin- 
cipal articles and foundations upon which the Congreſs, 
on their part, would enter into a treaty of commerce and 
friendſhip, or other affairs to propoſe, in regard to which 
diſpatch would be requiſite. W SLOT | 4 
t has been thought fit and reſolved to authorize the 
Lords the Deputies of this Province at the Generality, and 
to inſtruct them to direct things, at the table of their 
High Mightineſſes, in ſuch a manner that the ſaid Mr. 
Adams be admitted forthwith as Miniſter of the Congreſs 
of North America; with further order to the ſaid Depu- 
ties that if there ſhould be made moreover any ſimilar. 
Fon by the ſame, to inform immediately their 
noble Mightineſſes of them. And an extract of the pre- 

ſent reſolution ſhall he ſent them for their information 

that they may conduct themſelves conformably. | 

Thus reſolved at the Province Houſe the 26th Fe- 
bruary, 1782. nh | | 
Compared with the aforeſaid book to my knowledge. 
| Signed 


A. J. V. SMINIA. 


HOLLAND 
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WESTFRIESLAND. 


EXTRACT of the Reſolutions of the Lords the States g 
. Holland and Weſtfrieſland, taken in the Aſſembly 12 
Noble and Grand Mightineſſes, Thurſday 28th March, 
1782. | | v 
DELIBERATED by 1 upon the addreſs 
and the ulteriour addreſs of Mr. Adams, made the 
4th of May, 1781, and the gth of January, 1582, to the 
Preſident of te States General, communicated to the 
Aſſembly the gth May, 1781, and the 22d of laſt month, 
to preſent his letters of credence, in the name of the United 
States of America, to their High Mightineſſes ; by which 
ulteriour addreſs, the ſaid Mr. Adams hath demanded a 
categorical anſwer, that he may acquaint his conſtituents 
thereof: deliberated alſo upon the petitions of a great 
number of merchants, manufacturers and other inhabi- 
tants of this Province, intereſted in commerce to ſupport 
their requeſt preſented to the States General, the twentieth 
current, to the end, that efficacious meaſures might be 
taken to eſtabliſh a commerce between this country and 
North America, copy of which petitions have. been given 
to the members, the twenty-firſt ; it hath been thought fit 
and reſolved that the affair ſhall be directed on the part of 
their noble and grand Mightineſſes, at the aſſembly of the 
States General, and that there ſhall be made the ſtrongeſt 
_ inſtances that Mr. Adams be admitted and acknowledged, 
as ſoon as poſſible, by their High Mightineſſes, in qua- 
lity of Ambaſſador of the United States of America. And 
the Counſellor Penſionary hath been charged to inform 
under hand the ſaid Mr. Adams of this reſolution of their 
noble and grand Mightineſſes. 


ZEALAND, 


E 
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Ex r RACT of the Reſolutions of their High Mightineſſes | 
the States General of the United Provinces. 2 
8th April, 1782. VNV„ 


THE Deputies of the Province of Zealand have brought 
to the Aſſembly, and have cauſed to be read there, 
the reſolution of the States of the ſaid Province, their 
principals, to cauſe to be admitted, as ſoon as poſſible, 
Mr. Adams in quality of Ambaſſador of the Congreſs of 
North America, according to the following reſolution. 


EXTRACT from the Regiſter of the Reſolutions of the 
| Lords 1 of Zealand, 4th of 4% 1782. | 


It hath been thought fit and ordered, that the Lords, 
the ordinary Deputies of this Province at the Generality, 
ſhall be aut en as it is done by the preſent, to aſſiſt, in 
the direction of affairs at the Aﬀembly of their High 
Mightineſſes, in ſuch a manner, that Mr. Adams ma 
acknowledged, as ſoon as poſſible, as Ambaſſador of the 
Congreſs of North America; that his letters of credence 
be accepted; and that he be admitted in that quality, ac- 
cording to the ordinary form; enjoining further upon the 
ſaid Lords the ordinary Deputies, to take ſuch propo- 
ſitions, as ſhould be made to this Republic by the ſaid Mr. 
Adams, for the information and deliberation of their 
High Mightineſſes, to the end to tranſmit them here as 
ſoon as poſhble. And an extract of this reſolution of their 
noble Mightineſſes ſha}l be ſent to the Lords, their ordi- 
nary Deputies, to ſerve them as an inſtruction. 
| Signed 
J. M. CHALMERS. 
Upon which having deliberated, it hath been thought 
Ht and reſolved to pray, by the preſent, the Lords the Be- 
ties of the Province of Guelderland, Utrecht, and 
roningen and Ommelanden, who have not yet explained 
themſelves upon the ſubject, to be pleaſed to do it as ſoon 


as poſſible. 


5 
RN. 


EXTRACT from the e of the Reſolutions of the 
Equeſtrian Order, and of the Cities compoſing the States of 
Overyſſel. Zwoll, 5th April, 1782. | 


MX. the grand Bailiff of Saalland, and the other Com- 
miſſioners of their noble Mightineſſes for the affairs 
of finance, having examined, conformably to their com- 
miſforial reſolution of the third of this month, the addreſſes 
of Mr. Adams, communicated to the Aſſembly the 4th of 
May, 1781, and the 22d of February, 1782, to preſent 
his letters of credence to their High Mightineſſes, in the 
name of the United States of America; as well as the 
reſolution of the Lords the States of Holland and Weſt- 
frieſland, dated the 28th of March, 1782, carried the 
29th of the fame month to the Aſſembly of their High 

ightineſſes, for the. admiſſion and acknowledgment of 
Mr. Adams, have reported to the Aſſembly, that they 
ſhould be of opinion, that the Lords the Deputies of this 
Province in the States General ought to be authoriſed and 
charged to declare in the Aſſembly of their High Mighti- 
neſſes, that the Equeſtrian order and the Cities judge that 
it is proper to acknowledge, as ſoon as poſſible, Mr. 
Adams in quality of Miniſter of the United States of 
North America to their High Mightineſſes. Upon which, 
having deliberated, the Equeſtrian order and the Cities 
have conformed themſelves to the ſaid report. 
Compared with the aforeſaid Regiſter. 

| | Signed 
DEREK DUN BAR. 


GRONINGEN. 


(CE 
GRONING E N. 


ExXTRACT from the Regiſter of the Reſolutions of their 
noble Mightineſſes, the States of Groningen and Omme- 
landen. Tueſday gth April, 1782. | 


TE E Lords the States of Groningen and Ommelanden, 
| + having heard the report of the Lords the Commiſ- 
ſioners for the petitions of the Council of State and the 
Finances of the Province, and having carefully examined 
the demand of Mr. Adams, to preſent his letters of cre- 
dence from the United States of America to their High 
Mightineſſes, have, after deliberation upon the ſubject, 
declared themſelves of opinion, that in the critical cir- 
cumſtances in which the Republic finds itſelf at preſent, 
it is proper to take, without loſs of time, ſuch efficacious | 
meaſures, as may not only repair the loſſes and damages 
that the kingdom of Great Britain hath cauſed in a 
manner ſo unjuſt, and againſt every ſhadow of right, to 
the commerce of the Republic, as well before as after the 
war, but particularly ſuch as m_ eſtabliſh the free navi- 
gation and the commerce of the Republic, for the future, 
upon the moſt ſolid foundations, as may confirm and re-. 
aſſure it, by the ſtrongeſt bonds of reciprocal intereft ; 
and that, in conſequence, the Lords the Deputies at the 
Aſſembly of Weir H; h Mightineſſes ought to be autho- 
riſed, on the part of the Province, as they are by the pre- 
ſent, to admit Mr. Adams to preſent his letters of cre- 
dence from the United States of America, and to receive 
the propoſitions which he ſhall make, to make report of 
them to the Lords the States of this Province. 
| Signed „ 
E. LE WE, Secretary. : 
The States General, having deliberated the ſame day 
upon the reſolution, have reſolved, that the Deputies of 
this Province of Guelderland, which has not yet declared 
itſelf upon the ſame ſubject, ſhould be requeſted, to be 
pleaſed to do it as ſoon as poſſible. 


UTRECHT. 
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ExTRACT of the Reſolutions of their noble Mightineſſes, the 
States of the Province of Utrecht, 10 April 1782. 


HEARD the report of Mr. De Weſterveld and other 
deputies of their noble Mightineſſes for the depart- 
ment of war, who, in virtue of the commiſſorial reſolu- 
tions of the gth of May 1781, 16th January and 2oth March 
of the preſent year 1782, have examined the - reſolutions 
of their High Mightineſſes of the 4th of May 1781, con- 
taining an overture, that Mr. the Preſident of the Aſſembly 
of their High Mightineſſes had made, that a perſon 
ſtyling himblf J. Adains had been with him, and had 
given him to underſtand, that he had received letters of 
credence for their High Mightineſſes from the United 
States of America, with a requeſt, that he would de 
pleaſed to communicate them to their High Mightineſſes; 
as well as the reſolution of their High Mightineſſes of the 
* of Janüary, containing an ulteriour overture of Mr. 
the Preſident,- that the faid Mr. Adams had been with 
him, and had inſiſted upon a categorical anſwer, whether 
his faid letters of credence ones > be accepted or not; 
finally the reſolution of their High Mightineſſes of the 5th 
of March laſt, with the inſertion of the reſolution of 
Frieſland, containing a propoſition to admit Mr. Adams 
in quality of Miniſter of the "Congreſs of North America.“ 
Upon which having deliberated, and remarked that 
the Lords the States of Holland and Weſt Frieſland, by 
their reſolution carried the 29th of March to the States 
General, have alſo conſented to the admiſſion of the faid 
Mr. Adams. in quality of miniſter of the Congreſs of 
North America, & hath been thought fit and reſolved, 
that the Lords the Deputies of this Province in the States 
General ſhould be authoriſed, as their noble Mightineſſes 
authoriſe them by the preſent, to conform themſelves, in 
the name of this Province, to the reſolution of the Lords 
the States of Holland and Weftfriefland, and of Frieſland, 
and to conſent by conſequence, that Mr. Adams be ac- 
e | knowledged 
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knowledged and admitted as Miniſter of the United States 
of America ; their noble Mightineſles being, in the mean 
time, of opinion, that it would be neceſſary to acquaint 
her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruffia, and the other Neutral 
Powers, with the reſolution to be taken by their High 
Mightineſſes upon this ſubject, in communicating to them, 
as much as ſhall be neceſſary, the reaſons which have 
induced their High Mightineſſes to it, and giving them 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that the intention of their High 
Mightineſſes is by no means to prolong thereby the war, 
which they would have willingly prevented and terminated 
long ſince; but on the contrary, that their High Migh- 
tineſſes wiſh nothing with more ardor, than a prompt 
re-eſtabliſhment of peace; and that they ſhall be always 
ready, on their part, to co-operate in it, in all poſſible 
ways, and with a ſuitable readineſs, ſo far as that ſhall bs 
any way compatible with their honour and their dignity, 
and for this end an extract of this ſhall be carried by 
Miſſive to the Lords the Deputies at the Generality, 
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ExTRACT fron the Recis of the ordinary Diet, holden in the 
City of Nimeguen, in the Month of April 1782. We. 
— 17 April 1782. Fes 5 


TH E requiſition of Mr. Adams, to preſent his letters 
of credence to their High Mightineſſes in the name 
of the United States of America, having been brought to 
the aſſembly and read, as well as an ulteriour addreſs 
made upon this ſubject, with a demand of a categorical 
anfwer by the ſaid Mr. Adams, more amply mentioned 
in the regiſters of their High Mightineſſes of the date of 
the 4th of May 1781, and of the gth of January 1782 
moreover the reſolutions of the Lords the States of the 
e other provinces, carried ſucceſſively. to the aſſembly 
of their High Mightineſſes, and all tending to admit Mr. 
Adams in quality of Ambaſſador of the U 
America to this Republic ; upon which their noble Migh- 
tineſſes, after deliberation, have reſolved to authoriſe the 
deputies of this Province at the States General, as they 
authoriſe them by the preſent, to conform themſelves in 
the name of this Province to the reſolution of the Lords 


the States of Holland and Weſtfrieſland, and to conſent, 


by conſequence, that Mr. Adams may be acknowledged 
and admitted in quality of Ambaſſador of the United States 
of America to this Republic. In conſequence, an extract 
of the preſent ſhall be ſent to the ſaid Deputies, to make as 
ſoon as poſſible the requiſite overture of it to the afſembly 
of their High Mightinefles, | 


In fidem extracti. 
Signed | 
J. Ix DE Betouw, 


nited States of 


EN a 


STATES GENERAL. 


ExTRACT from the Regiſter of the Reſolutions of their High 
Mightineſſes the States General of the United Provinces. 
Friday 19 Abril, 1782. | | WE 


DELIBERATE by reſumption, upon the addreſs. 
and the ulteriour addreſs, made by Mr. Adams the 
4th of May 1781, and the gth of January of the current 
ear to Mr. the Prefident of the Aſſembly of their High 
Mightineſles, to preſent to their High Mightineſſes his 
letters of credence in the name of the United States of 
North America; and by which ulteriour addreſs the ſaid: 
Mr. Adams hath demanded a categorical anſwer, to the 
end to be able to acquaint his Conſtituents thereof; it hath 
been thought fit and reſolved, that Mr. Adams ſhall be 
admitted and acknowledged in, quality of Ambaſſador of 
the United States cf North America to their High 
Mightineſſes, as he is admitted and acknowledged by the 
preſent. | . 
Signed - „ 
W. Bo REEL, Preſident, 
Lower dotun . | 
Compared with the aforeſaid Regiſter. 
5 Signed 


H. Fact; 
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 ExTracrt from the Regiſter of the Me Ln of their 


High Mightineſſes the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, Monday, 22d April, 1782. | 


FR. BOREEL, who preſided in the Aſſembly the 
a> laſt week, hath reported to their High Mightinefles, 
and notified to them, that Mr John Adams, Ambaſſador of 
the United States of America, had been with him laſt 
Saturday, and preſented to him a letter from the Aſſembly 
of Congreſs, written at Philadelphia, the firſt of January, 
1781, containing a credence, for the ſaid Mr. Adams, 
to the end to reſide in quality of its Miniſter Plenipoten- 
tiary near their High Mightineſſes: Upon which having 
| deliberated, it hath been thought fit and reſolved, to de- 
clare by the preſent: That the ſaid Mr. Adams is 
“ apreeable to their High Mightineſſes; that be ſhall 
be acknowledged in quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary ; 
4 and that there ſhall be granted to him an audience, 
« or aſſigned Commiſſioners, when he ſhall demand it.“ 
Information of the above ſhall be given to the ſaid Mr. 
Adams, by the Agent van der Burch de Spieringſhoek. 


| Signed 
W. van CiTTERs, Preſident. 
Lower down - | 
Compared with the aforeſaid Regiſter, 
EP Signed . 
H. FAGEL. 
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To THE NOBLE AND MIGHTY LORDS, THE STATES 
. OF FRIESLAND, 


* 


ED THE Society of Citizens, eſtabliſhed at Leeuwarden, 

under the motto, By Liberty and Zeal,” moſt 
bumbly repreſents, that it deſires to have an opportunity 
of teſtifying publicly, by facts, to your noble Mighti- 
neſſes, the moſt lively, but, at the {ame time, the moſt 
_ reſpectful ſentiments of gratitude, which not only animate 
them, but alſo, as they aſſure themielves, all the well 
intentioned Citizens, eſpecially, with relation to the 
reſolutions equally important, and full of wiſdom, which 
our noble Mightineſſes have taken upon all the points, 
in regard to which the critical circumſtances, in which 
our dear country finds itſelf plunged, have furniſhed to 
your noble Mightineſſes, objects equally numerous and 


diſagreeable, particularly, at the ordinary Diet of the year 


1782, and at the extrardinary Diet holden in the month 
of April laſt ; reſolutions which bear not only the cha- 
racers of wiſdom, but alſo thoſe of the beſt intentioned 
ſolicitude, and the pureſt love of our country ; and which 

rove, in the moſt convincing manner, that your noble 
Mightineſſes have no. greater ambition than its univerſal 
proſperity; aſſiduouſly propoſing to yourſelves, as the 
moſt important object of your attention, of your enter- 
priſes, and of your attachment, the rule, Sales Populi 
ſuprema Lex efto ; reſolutions, in fine, which ought per- 
fectly to re-aſſure the good Citizens of this Province, 
and encourage them to perſevere in that full and tranquil 
confidence which has hindered them from repreſenting 
to your noble Mightinefles the true intereſts of the 
country, and to exhort them, at the ſame time, by their 
ſupplications, to act with courage, and to fulfil their du- 
ties; conſidering that the ſaid reſolutions have * _ 
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ſured them, that their poſſeſſions, with that which is 
above all things dear to them, their Liberty (that right 
which is more precious to them than their lives; to 


which the ſmalleſt injury cannot be done, without doing 


wrong and diſhonour to humanity ; a right, neverthe- 
leſs, which, if we conſider the world in general, has been, 
alas | almoſt every where equally violated) are depoſited 
in ſafety, under the vigilant eye of your noble Mighti- 


neſles. 


The Society has thought that it might accompliſh 
its wiſhes, in the moſt convenient and decent manner, 
in cauſing to be ſtricken, at its expence, a Medal of 
filver, which may remain to poſterity a durable monu- 


ment of the perfect harmony which at the preſent dan- 


gerous epoch has reigned hetween the government and 
the people. It has conceived, for this purpoſe, a ſketch 
or project, as .yet incomplete, according to which one 
of the ſides of the Medal ſhould bear the Arms of Frieſ- 
land, held by an hand, which deſcends from the clouds, 
with an inſcription in the following terms: To the States 
of Friefland, in grateful Memory of the Diets of February 
and of April, 1782, dedicated by the Society LiBERTY 


AND ZEAL. An inſcription, which would thus con- 


tain a general applauſe of all the reſolutions taken in 


theſe two Diets; whilſt upon the reverſe, one ſhould 


diſtinguiſh, more particularly, the two events which 
intereſt the moſt our common country, in regard of 
which your noble Mightineſſes have given the example 
to the States of the other Provinces, and which merit, 
for this reaſon, as placed in the foremoſt ſituation, to 
ſhew itſelf the moſt clearly to the ſight : to wit, © The 
admiſſion of Mr. Adams in quality of Miniſter of the 
United States of America to this Republic ; and the re- 


fuſal of a ſeparate peace with Great Britain.” Events. 
which ſhould be repreſented ſymbolically by a Friſian, 


dreſſed according to the ancient characteriſtic cuſtom 


of the Friſians, holding out his right-hand to an inha- 
bitant of North America, in token of friendſhip and 


brotherly love; whilſt with the left-hand he rejects the 
peace which England offers him. The whole with ſuch 
convenient additions, and ſymbolical ornaments, _ 


+ /-j 
bye 
AN <4 
„ 
« » bea 
1" £7 
7 


* 
A 
R 
92 
r 
1 
* 


„ 


the Society, perhaps, would do well to leave to the in 


vention o the medaliſt, &c. 


L290 remainder of this requeſt relates to other jules 


Done at Leeuwarden the gh May, 1782. 
The Society © By Lizzy AND ZEAL.” 
Signed at its requeſt 
| W. WoPKENS, 
in the abſence of the Secretary. 
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CANON AND FEUDAL Law. 


By JOHN ADAMS, 


AMBASSADOR PLENIPOTENTIARY 
FROM THE 


UNITED AND INDEPENDENT STATES OF 


NoRTH AMERICA, 


To THEIR 


Hicn MicHTINESS THE STATES GENERAL OF 


THE UNITED PROVINCES oF HOLLAND, 
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ON 
CANON AND FEUDAL Law. 


Wb * NORANCE and inconſideration, are the two 
great cauſes of the ruin of mankind.” This is an 
obſervation of Dr. Tillotſon, with relation to the intereſt 
of his fellow-men, in a future and immortal ſtate : But 
it is of equal truth and importance, if applied to the hap- 
pineſs of men in ſociety, on this fide the grave.—In the 
earlieſt ages of the world, abſolute Anarchy ſeems to 
| have been the univerſal form of government. — Kings, 
and a few of their great counſellors and captains, exer- 
ciſed a cruel tyranny over the people who held a rank in 
the ſcale of intelligence, in thoſe days, but little higher 
than the camels and elephants, that carried them arid their 
engines to war. | 
By what cauſes it was brought to paſs, that the people 
in the middle ages, became more intelligent in general, 


would not perhaps be poſſible in theſe days to diſcover: 


But the fact is certain, and wherever a general knowledge 
and ſenſibility have prevailed among the people, arbitrary 

overnment and every kind of oppreſſion have leſſened 
and diſappeared in proportion.— Man has certainly an 
exalted ſoul! and the ſame principle in human nature; 
that aſpiring noble principle, founded in benevolence and 
cheriſhed by knowledge; I mean the love of power, 
which has been ſo often the cauſe of /avery, has, when- 
ever freedom has exiſted, been the cauſe of freedom. If 

it is this principle, that 5 always prompted the 3 

2 an 


» 


„ 5 
and nobles of the earth, by every ſpecies of fraud and 
violence, to ſhake off all the limitations of their power ; 
it is the ſame that has always ſtimulated the common 


people to aſpire at independency, and to endeavour at 


confining the power of the great, within the limits of 
equity and reaſon. | | 
The poor people, it is true, have been much leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful than the great They have ſeldom found either 
leiſure or opportunity to form an union and exert their 
ftrength—ignorant as they were of arts and letters, they 
have feldom been able to frame-and-ſupport a regular op- 
poſition. This, however, has been known, by the great, 
to be the temper of mankind, and they have accordingly 
laboured, in all ages, to wreſt from the populace, as they 
are contemptuouſly called, the knowledge of their rights 
and wrongs, and the power to aſſert the former or redreſs 
the latter. I fay Rio nfs, for ſuch they have, undoubt- 
edly, antecedent to all earthly e ee e that 
cannot be repealed or reſtrained by human laws Right: 
derived from the great Legiſlator of the univerſe. 
Since the promulgation of chriſtianity, the two greateſt 
ſyſtems of tyranny, that have ſprung from this original, 
are the cannon and the feudal law— The deſire of domi - 
nion, that great principle by which we have àttempted 
to account for ſo much good, and ſo much evil, is, when 
properly reſtrained, a very uſeful and noble movement in 
the human mind: but when ſuch reſtraints are taken off, 
it becomes an encioaching, graſping, reſtleſs and un- 
governable power. Numberleſs have been the ſyſtems of 
iniquity, contrived by the great, for the gratification of 
this paſſion in themſelves : but in none of them were they 
ever more fucceſsful, than in the invention and eftabliſh- 
ment of the canon and the ſeudal law. | 
By the former of theſe, the moſt refined, fublime, ex- 
tenſive, and aſtoniſhing conſtitution of policy, that ever 
was conceived by the mind of man, was framed by the 


| Romiſh clergy for the aggrandifement of their own order: 


All the epithets I have here given to the Romiſh policy 
are juſt; and will be allowed to be fo, when it is con- 
ſidered, - that they even perſuaded mankind to believe, 
faithfully and undoubtingly, that Gon ALMIGHTY had in- 
truſted them with the keys 'of heaven, whoſe gates they 

might 


of arms, and the culture of their lands. 


| l 8 J 
might open and cloſe at pleaſure — with a power of diſpen- 
ſation over all the rules and obligations of morality— 
with authority to licenſe all ſorts of ſins and crimes— 
with a power of depoſing princes, and abſolving ſubjects 
from allegiance—with a power of procuring or with- 
holding the rain of heaven, and the beams of the ſun—- 
with the management of earthquakes, peſtilence and fa- 
mine. Nay, with the myſterious, awful, incomprehen- 
ſible power of creating out of bread and wine, the fleſh 
and blood of Gop himſelf.— All theſe opinions they were 


enabled to ſpread and rivet among the people, by redu- 


cing their minds to a ſtate of ſordid ignorance and ſtaring 
timidity; and by infuſing into them a religious horror of 
letters and knowledge. Thus was human nature chained 
faſt for ages, in a cruel, ſhameful, and deplorable ſervi- 
tude, to him and his ſubordinate tyrants ; who, it was 
foretold, would exalt himſelf above all that was called 
Go, and that was worſhipped. = 
In the latter we find another ſyſtem ſimilar in many 
reſpects to the former; which, although it was originally 
formed perhaps for the neceſſary defence of a barbarous 
people, againſt the inroads and invaſions of her neigh- 
bouring nations; yet, for the ſame purpoſes of tyranny, 
cruelty and Juſt, which had dictated the canon law, it was 
ſoon adopted by almoſt all the Princes of Europe, and 
wrought into the conſtitutions of their 8 
was originally a code of laws, for a vaſt army in a per- 
petual encampment.— The general was inveſted with the 


ſovereign propriety of all the lands within the territory. 


Of him, as his ſervants and vaſſals, the firſt rank of his 
great officers held the lands; and in the ſame manner, 
the other ſubordinate officers held of them; and all ranks 
and degrees, held their lands, by a variety of duties and 
ſervices, all tending to bind the chains the faſter, on 
every order of mankind. In this manner, the common 
people were holden together, in herds and clans, in a ſtate 
of. ſervile dependance on their Lords; bound, even by 
the tenure of their lands to follow them, whenever they 
commanded, to their wars; and in a ſtate of total igno- 
rance of every thing divine and human, excepting the ule 


But, 


» 
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But, another event ſill more calamitous to human li- 
berty, was a wicked confederacy, between the two ſyt- 
tems of tyranny above deſcribed. It ſeems to have been 
even ſtipulated between them, that the temporal grandees 
ſhould contribute every thing in their power to maintain 
the aſcendency of the prieſthood ; and that the ſpiritual 
grandees, in their turn, ſhould employ that aſcendency 
dver the conſeiences of the people, in impreſſing on their 
minds, a blind, implicit obedience to civil magiſtracy.— 

Thus, as long as this confederacy laſted, and the peo- 
ple were held in ignorance; Liberty, and with her, 
knowledge, and virtue too, ſeem to have deſerted the 
earth; and one age of darkneſs ſucceeded another, till 
Gon, in his benign Providence, raiſed up the champions, 
who began and conducted the Reformation. — From the 
time of the Reformation, to the firſt ſettlement of Ame- 
rica, knowledge gradually ſpread in Europe, but eſpeci- 
ally in England ; and in proportion as that increaſed and 
ſpread among the people, eccleſiaſtical and civil tyranny, 
which I uſe as ſynonymous expreſſions, for the canon and 
Feullal laws, ſeem to have loft their ſtrength and weight. 
The people grew more and more ſenſible of the wrong 
that was done them, by theſe ſyſtems ; more and more 
impatient under it ; and determined at all hazards to rid 
themſelves of it; till, at laſt, under the execrable race of 
the Stuarts, the ſtruggle between the people and the 
confederacy aforefaid of temporal and ſpiritual tyranny, 
became formidable, violent and bloody.— 
It was this great ſtruggle that peopled America.—It 

was not religion alone, as is commonly ſuppoſed ; but it 
was a love of univerſal liberty, and an hatred, a dread, 
an horror of the infernal confederacy before deſcribed, 
that projected, conducted, and accompliſhed the ſettle- 
ment of America. | 
It was a reſolution formed by a ſenſible people, I mean 
the Puritans almoſt in deſpair. They had became intel- 
ligent in general, and many of them learned. — For this 
fact I have the teſtimony of Archbiſhop King himſelf, 
who obſerved of that people, that they were more in- 
telligent, and better read than even the members of the 
church whom he cenſures warmly for that reaſon.— This 


people had been ſo vexed, and tortured by the powers 2 
8 : ; , ; | tho E 


#23 + x1 
thoſe-days, for no other crime than their knowledge, and 
their freedom of enquiry and examination ; and they had 
to much reaſon to deſpair of deliverance from thoſe miſe- 
ries on that ſide the ocean, that they at laſt reſolved to 
ſly to the wilderneſs for refuge, from the temporal and 
ipiritual principalities and powers, and plagues, and 
ſcourges of their native country. | 8 
After their arrival here, they began their ſettlement, 
and formed their plan both of eccleſiaſtical and civil go- 
vernment, in direct oppoſition to the canon and the feudal 
ſyſtems. The leading men among them, both of the 
clergy and the laity were men of ſenſe and learning: To 
many of them, the hiſtorians, orators, poets and philo- 
ſophers of Greece and Rome were quite familiar: and 
ſome of them have left libraries that are ſtill in being, 
conliſting chiefly of volumes, in which the wiſdom of 
the moſt enlightened ages and nations is depoſited, writ- 
ten however in languages, which their great grandſons, 


though educated in European Univerſities, can ſcarcely 


read.. | 
' Thus accompliſhed were many of the firſt planters of 


' theſe colonies, It may be thought polite and faſhionable, 


by many modern fine gentlemen, perhaps, to deride the 
characters of theſe perſons as enthuſiaſtical, ſuperſtitious 
and republican : But ſuch ridicule is ſounded in nothing 
bur foppery and affectation, and is groſly injurious and 
talſe. Religious to ſome degree of enthuſiaſm, it may 
be admitted they were; but this can be no peculiar dero- 
gation from their character, becauſe it was at that time 
almoſt the univerſal character, not only of England but 
or Chriſtendom, Had this however been otherwiſe, their 
enthuſiaſm, conſidering the principles in which it was 
founded, and the ends to which it was directed, far from 
being a reproach to them, was greatly to their honour : 
for 1 believe it will be found univerſally true, that no 
great enterprize, for the honour or happineſs of mankind, 
was ever atchieved without a large mixture of that noble 
infirmity. Whatever imperfections may be juſtly aſcribed 
10 them, which however are as few as any mortals have 
diſcovered, their judgment in framing their policy was 
founced in wiſe, humane and benevolent principles. It 
was founded in revelation and in reaſcn too: It was 

| | con{.ſent 
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conſiſtent with the principles of the beſt, and greateſt, 
and wiſeſt legeſlators of antiquity, —— Tyranny in every 
form, ſhape and appearance, was their diſdain and abhor- 
rence ; no fear of puniſhment, nor even of death itſelf, 
in exquiſite tortures, had been ſufficient to conquer that 
Ready, manly, pertinacious ſpirit, with which they had 
oppoſed the tyrants of thoſe days, in church and ſtate, 
They were very far from being enemies to monarchy ; 
and they knew as well as any men, the juſt regard and 
honour that is due to the character of a diſpenſer of the 
myſteries of the goſpel of grace: But they ſaw clearly, 
that popular powers mult be placed as a guard, a con- 
troul, a balance, to the powers of the monarch and the 
prieſt in every government; or eiſe it would ſoon be- 


come the man of ſin, the whore of Babylon, the myſtery 


of iniquity, a great and deteſtable ſyſtem of fraud, vio- 
tence and uſurpation, Their greateſt concern ſeems to 


have been to eftabliſh a government of the church more 
cConſiſtent with the Scriptures, and a government of the 


ſtate more agreeable to the dignity of human nature, than 
any they had ſeen in Europe: and to tranſmit ſuch a go- 
vernment down to their poſterity, with the means of 
fecuring and preſerving it for ever. To render the po- 
pular power in their new government as great and wiſe 
as their principles of theory, i. e. as human nature and 
the chriſtian religion require it ſhould be, they en- 
deavoured to remove from it as many of the feudal in- 
equalities and dependencies as could be ſpared, conſiſt- 
ently with the preſervation of a mild limited monarchy. 
And in this they diſcovered the depth of their wiſdom, 
and the warmth of their friendſhip to human nature.— 
But the firſt place is due to religion. They ſaw clearly, 
that of all the nonſenſe and deluſion which had ever paſſed 
through the mind of man, none had ever been more ex- 
travagant than the notions of abſolutions, indelible cha- 
racters, uninterrupted ſucceſſions, and the reſt of thoſe 
fantaſtical ideas, derived from the canon law, which 
had thrown ſuch a glare of myſtery, ſanctity, reverence 


and right, reverend eminence, and holineſs around the 
idea of a prieft, as no mortal could deſerve, and as al- 
ways muſt, from the conſtitution of human nature, be 


dangerous in ſociety. For this reaſon, they demoliſhed 


Q 
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mon ſenſe. 


„„ oe 
the whole ſyſtem of Dioceſan epiſcopacy, and deriding, 
ns all reaſonable and impartial] men muſt do, the ridicu- 
lous fancies of ſanctified efluvia from epiſcopal fingers, 
they eſtabliſhed ſacerdotal ordination on. the foundation of 
the Bible and common ſenſe. 
impoſed an obligation on the whole body of the clergy, 


to induſtry, virtue, piety and learning; and rendered that 
whole body infinitely more independent on the civil 


powers, in all reſpects, than they could be where they 
were formed into a ſcale of ſubordination, from a Pope 
down to Prieſts and friars and confeſfors, neceſſarily and 


_ effentially, a ſordid, ſtupid, and wretched herd; or than 


they could be in any other country, where an archbiſhop 
held the place of an univerſal biſhop, and the vicars and 
curates that of the ignorant, dependent, miſerable rabble 
aforeſaid ; and infinitely more ſenſible and learned than 
they could be in either. This ſubject has been ſeen in 
the ſame light by many illuſtrious patriots, who have lived 


in America, ſince the days of our forefathers, and who 


have adored their memory for the ſame reaſon.— And 
methinks there has not appeared in New England, a 
ſtronger veneration for their 1 a more penetrating 
infight into the grounds and principles and ſpirit of their 
policy, nor a more earneſt deſire of perpetuating the bleſ- 


| ſings of it to poſterity, than that fine inſtitution of the 


late Chief Juſtice Dudley, of a lecture againſt popery, 
and on the validity of preſbyterian ordination. This was 
certainly intended by that wiſe and excellent man, as an' 


eternal memento of the wiſdom and goodneſs of the very 


principles that ſettled America, But I muſt again return' 
to the feudal law. The adventurers ſo often men- 
tioned, had an utter contempt of all that dark ribaldry 
of hereditary indefeaſible right, the Lord's anointed, — 
and the divine miraculous original of government, with 
which the prieſthood had inveloped the feudal monarch 
in clouds and myſteries, and from whence they had de- 
duced the moſt miſchievous of all doctrines, that of paſ- 
- five obedience and non-reſiſtance. They knew that go- 
vernment was a. plain, ſimple, intelligible thing, founded 
in nature and reaſon, and quite comprehenſible by com- 


ſervile dependencies of the feudal ſyſtem. They knew 


that no ſuch unworthy dependencies took place in the 
M | | ancient 


ah” 


This conduct at once 


They deteſted all the baſe ſervices, and 
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ancient ſeats of liberty, the republic of Greece and 
Rome: and they thought all ſuch flaviſh ſubordinations. 
were equally inconſiſtent with the conſtitution of human 
nature, and that religious. liberty with which Jeſus had 
made them free. This was certainly the opinion they 
had formed, and they were far from being ſingular or ex- 


. travagant in thinking ſo.——Many celebrated modern 
writers in Europe have eſpouſed the ſame ſentiments. — 
Lord Kaims, a Scottiſh writer of great reputation, whoſe 
authority in this caſe ought to have the more weight, 
as his countrymen have not the moſt worthy ideas of li- 
berty, ſpeaking of the feudal law, ſays, A conſtitution 
ſo. contradictory to all the principles which govern man- 
kind, can never be brought about, one ſhonld imagine, 
but by foreign conqueſt or native uſurpations.“ Brit 
Ant. p. 2.—Rouſleau ſpeaking of the ſame ſyſtem, calls 
it, That moſt iniquitous and abſurd form of govern- 
ment, by which human nature was ſo ſhamefully degrad- 
ed.” Social compact, Page 164.— It would be eaſy 
to multiply authorities; but it muſt be needleſs, becauſe 
as the original of this form of government was among 
ſavages, as the ſpirit of it is military and defpotic, every 
writer, who would allow the people to have any right to 
life or. property or freedom, more than the beaſts of the 
field, and who was not hired or inliſted under arbitrary 
lawleſs power, has been always willing to admit the feu- 
dal ſyſtem to be inconſiſtent with liberty and the rights 

of mankind. 8 | - 

To have holden their lands allodially, or for every man 
to have been the ſovereign lord and proprietor of the 
ground he occupied, would have conſtituted a govern- 
ment, too nearly like a commonwealth.— They were 
contented, therefore, to hold their lands of their King, as 
their ſovereign lord, and to him they were willing to ren- 
der homage: but to no meſne and ſubordinate lords, nor 
were they willing to ſubmit to any of the baſer ſervices. — 
In all this they were ſo ftrenuous, that they have even 
tranſmitted to their poſterity, a very general contempt and 
deteſtation of holdings by quit rents : As they have alſo 
an hereditary ardour for liberty, and thirſt for know- 


_— | 

They were convinced by their knowledge of human 
nature derived from hiſtory and their own experience, that 
24 nothing 


1 
nothing could preſerve their poſterity from the encroach- 
ments of the two ſyſtems of tyranny, in oppoſition to 
which, as has been obſerved already, they erected their 
government in church and ſtate, but knowledge diffuſed 
generally through the whole body of the people. — Their 
Civil and religious principles, therefore, conſpired to 
prompt them to uſe every meaſure, and take every precau- 
tion in their power to propagate and perpetuate know- 
ledge. For this purpoſe they laid very early the founda- 


tions of colleges, and Fnveſted them with ample privileges 


and emoluments ; and it is remarkable, that they have left 
among their poſterity, ſo univerſal an affęction and vene- 


ration for thoſe ſeminaries, and for liberal education, that 


the meaneſt of the people contribute chearfully to the ſup- 
port and maintenance of them every year, and that no- 
thing is more generally popular than productions for the 
honour, reputation, and advantage of thoſe ſeats of learn- 
ing. But the wiſdom and benevolence of our fathers 
reſted not here. They made an early proviſion by law, 
that every town, conſiſting of ſo many families, ſhould be 
always furniſhed with a grammar ſchool. —They made it 
a crime for ſuch a town to be deſtitute of a grammar 
ſchool-maſter for a few months, and ſubjected it to an 
3 penalty.— 80 that the education of all ranks of 
PEOP 

manner, that I believe has been unknown to any other 
people ancient or modern, 

The conſequences of theſe eſtabliſhments we ſee and 
feel every day, —A native of America who cannot read 
and write, is as rare an appearance as a Jacobite, or a Ro- 
man Catholic, i. e. as rare as a comet or an earthquake. 
It has been obſerved, that we are all of us lawyers, di- 


vines, politicians, and philoaſophers.—And I have good 
authorities to ſay, that all candid foreigners who have 
paſled through this country, and converſed freely with all 


ſorts of people here, will allow, that they have never ſeen 
ſo much knowledge and civility among the common peo- 
ple in any part ot the world. It is true there has been 
among us a party for ſome years, conſiſting chiefly, not of 
the deſcendants of the firſt ſettlers of this country, but of 
high churchmen and high ſtateſmen, imported ſince, who 
affect to cenſure this proviſion for the education of our 


youth. as a needleſs expence, and an impoſition upon the 
9 5 M 2 rich 
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e was made the care and expence of the public in a 


£7 nem - 


1 
/ 
= 
. 
7 
« 
a 
$4 
| 
bs 
'% 
p 
F 
1 
[2 
q- 


UTE 


— 


2 —¾᷑ ” = ety 3 — 
——— Re: g r 
—— — . ea ER 


— — 


— 


— 


7 4 —— — . T en Rr —̃ odds ä 
. PF N 3 3 — * 7 ———— - — — — 

2 8 2 7 3 rg * f * 
. 7 — . * d 2 — ene — — 7 


——— —2ͤp 
n 
+ r 


— o — LS A 
* 4 2 


_—_ — ry 
— OOO Gr nee 


— 


— DP 


[ 92 J 

rich in favour of the poor ;—and as an inſtitution pro- 
ductive of idleneſs and vain ſpeculation among the people, 
whoſe time and attention, it is ſaid, ought to be devoted to 
labour, and not to public affairs, or to examination into 
the conduct of their ſuperiors. And certain officers. of 
the crown, and certain other miſſionaries of ignorance, 
foppery, ſervility, and ſlavery, have been moſt inclined to 
countenance.and encreaſe the ſame party.—Be it remem- 
bered, however, that liberty muſt at all hazards be ſup- 
ported. We have a right to it, derived from our MAKER |! 
But if we had not, our fathers have earned and bought 
it for us at the expence of their eaſe, their eſtates, their 
pleaſure, and their blood.—And Liberty cannot be pre- 
ſerved without a general knowledge among the people, 
who have a right, from the frame of their nature, to 
knowledge, as their great CREATOR, who does nothing in 
vain, has given them underſtandings and a deſire to'know ; 
but beſides this they have a right, an indiſputable, unalicna- 
ble, indefeaſible, divine right, to that moſt dreaded and 
envied kind of knowledge, I mean of the characters and 
conduct of their rulers. Rulers are no more than attor- 
nies, agents, and truſtees for the people : and if the 
. cauſe, the intereſt, and truſt are inſidiouſſy betrayed, or 
wantonly trifled away, the people have a right to revoke 
the authority that they themſelves have deputed, and to 
conſtitute abler and better agents, attornies, and truſtees. 
And the preſervation of the means of knowledge, among 
the loweſt rank, is of more importance to the public, than 
all the property of all the rich men in the country. It is 
even of more conſequence to the rich themſelves, and to 
their poſterity. —The only queſtion is, whether it is a pub- 
he emolument ? and if it is, the rich ought undoubtedly 
to contribute in the ſame proportion as to all other public 
burdens, i. e. in proportion to their wealth, which is ſe- 
cured by public expences.— But none of the means of in- 
formation are more ſacred, or have been cheriſhed with 
more tenderneſs and care by the ſettlers of America, than 
the preſs. Care has been taken that the art of printing 
ſhould be encouraged, and that it ſhould be eaſy and 
cheap, and fate for any perſon to communicate his 
thoughts to the Public. —And you, Meſſieurs Printers, 
whatever the tyrants of the earth may ſay of your Paper, 
have done important ſervice to your country, by your. 

| | | readineſs 


E 
readineſs and freedom in publiſhing the ſpeculations of the 
curious. The ſtale, impudent inſinuations of ſlander and | 1 
ſedition, with which the gormandizers of power have en- | | 
deavoured to difcredit your Paper, are ſo much the more ww 
to your honour ; for the jaws of power are always opened 
to devour, and her arm is always ſtretched out, if poſſible 1 
to deſtroy, the freedom of thinking, ſpeaking, and writ- | 
ing.—And if the public intereſt, liberty and happineſs - , 


have been in danger, from the ambition or avarice of any . 


great man, or number of great men, whatever may be | b: 
their politeneſs, addreſs, learning, ingenuity, and in other i 
reſpects integrity and humanity, you have done yourſelves | a 
honour, and your country ſervice, by publiſhing and - ; 
pointing out that avarice and ambition.— Theſe views are = 
ſo much the more dangerous and pernicious, for the vir- 0 
tues with which they may be accompanied in the fame - f 
F character, and with ſo much the more watchful jealouſy to' . 
65 be guarded againſt. | ? 


<« Curſe on ſuch virtues, they've undone their country.“ 


. Be not intimidated, therefore, by any terrors, from 
publiſhing with the utmoſt freedom whatever can be war- 
ranted by the laws of your country; nor ſuffer yourſetves 
to be wheedled out of your liberty by any pretences of 2 
liteneſs, delicacy; or decency. "Theſe, as they are often 
uſed, are but three different names for hypocriſy, chica- 
nery, and cowardice. Much leſs, I preſume, will you be 
diſcouraged by any pretences, that malignants on this fide. 
the water * will repreſent your Paper as factious and ſedi- 
tious, or that the Great on the other fide the water will 
take offence at them. This dread of repreſentation has 
had for a long time in this province effects very ſimilar to 
what the phyſicians call an hydrophobza, or dread of water. 
It has made us delirious—and we have ruſhed headlong 
into the water, till we are almoſt drowned, out of ſimple 
or phrenſical fear of it. Believe me, the character of this 
country has ſuffered more in Britain, by the puſillanimity 
with which we have borne many. inſults and indignities | 7 
from the creatures of power at home, and the creatures of i 
thoſe creatures here, than it ever did, or ever will by the | | 
freedom and ſpirit that has been or will be diſcovered in 8 
writing or action. Believe me, my countrymen, they 
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have imbibed an opinion on the other ſide the water, that 


we are an ignorant, a timid, and a ſtupid people; nay, their 
tools on this ſide have often the impudence to diſpute your 
bravery.— But I hope in God the time is near at hand, 
when they will be fully convinced of your underſtanding, 
integrity, and courage. But can any thing be more ridi- 
culous, were it not too provoking to be laughed at, than 
to pretend that offence ſnould be taken at home for writ- 
ings here ?—Pray let them look at home. Is not the hu- 


man underſtanding exhauſted there? Are not reaſon, 


imaginations, wit, paſſion, ſenſes and all, tortured to find 
out ſatire and invective againſt the characters of the vile 
and fatile fellows who ſometimes get into place and 
power ?—The moſt exceptionable paper that ever I faw 
here is perfect prudence and modeſty, in compariſon of 
multitudes of their applauded writings. Yet the high 


regard they. have for the freedom of the Preſs, indulges - 


all. —I muft and will repeat it, Newſpapers deſerve the pa- 
tronage of every friend to his country. And whether the 
defamers of them are arrayed in robes of ſcarlet or fable, 
whether they lurk and ſkulk in an inſurance office, whether 
they aſſume the venerable character of a prieſt, the ſty- one 
of a ſcrivener, or the dirty, infamous, abandoned one of 


an informer, they are all the creatures and tools of the 


luſt of domination, —— 
The true ſource of our ſufferings, has been our timi- 


We have been afraid to think.—We have felt a re- f 
luctance to examining into the grounds of our privileges, 


- and the extent in which we have an indiſputable right to 


demand them, againſt all the power and authority on 
earth, —And many who have not ſcrupled to examine for 
themſelves, have yet, for certain prudent reaſons, been cau- 


tious, and diffident of declaring the reſult of their en- 


quiries. | | | 
The cauſe of this timidity is perhaps hereditary, and to 


be traced back in hiſtory, as far as the cruel treatment the 
firſt ſettlers of this country received, before their em- 


barkation for America, from the government at home. — 
Every body knows how dangerous it was, to ſpeak or 
write in favour of any thing, in thoſe days, but the tri- 
umphant ſyſtem of religion and politicks. And our 
fathers were, particularly, the objects of the ns 
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and proſcriptions of the times. It is not unlikely there- 
fore, that, although they were inflexibly ſteady in refuſing 
their poſitive aſſent to any thing againſt their principles, 
they might have contracted habits of reſerve, and a cau- 
tious diffidence of aſſerting their opinions publicly.— 
Theſe habits they probably brought with them to Ame- 
rica, and have tranſmitted down to us, —Or, we may poſ- 
ſibly account for this appearance, by the great affection 
and veneration, Americans have always entertained for 
the country from whence they ſprang—or by the quiet 
temper for which they have been remarkable, no country 


having been leſs diſpoſed to diſcontent chan this—or by a 


ſenſe they have that it is their duty to acquieſce under the 
adminiſtration of government, even when in many ſmaller 
matters grievous to them, and until the eſſentials of the 
great compact are deſtroyed or invaded. Theſe peculiar 


cauſes might operate upon them; but without theſe, «we 


all know, that human nature itſelf, from indolence, mo-- 
deſty, . humanity or fear, has always too much reluctance 
to a manly aſſertion of its rights. Hence perhaps it has 
| happened, that nine-tenths of the ſpecies, ars groaning 
and gaſping in miſery and ſervitude. | 

But whatever the cauſe has been, the fact is certain, 
we have been exceſſively cautious of giving offence by 
complaining of grievances. And 1t 1s as certain, that 
American governors, and their friends, and all the crown 
officers, have availed themſelves of this diſpoſition in the 
people. — They have prevailed on us to. conſent to many 
things, which were groſsly injurious to us, and to ſurren- 
der many others with ron ah tameneſs, to which we 
had the cleareſt right. Have we not been treated for- 


merly, with abominable inſolence, by officers of the 


navy {——]I mean no infinuation againſt any gentleman 
now on this ſtation, having heard no complaint of any one 
of them to his diſhonour.— Have not ſome generals, from 
England, treated us like ſervants, nay, more like ſlaves 
than like Britons ?!—Have we not been under the moſt 
ignominious contribution, the moſt abje& ſubmiſſion; the 
moſt ſupercilious inſults of ſome cuſtom-houſe officers ? 
Have we not been trifled with, browbeaten, and trampled 
on, by former governors, in a manner which no King o 
England fince er. the Second has dared to indulge to- 
wards his ſubjects? Have we not raiſed up one family, 


placed 
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placed in them an unlimited confidence, and been ſoothed, 
and flattered, and intimidated by their influence, into a 
great part of this infamous tameneſs and ſubmiſſion ?— 

« "Theſe are ſerious and alarming. queſtions, and deſerve a 
diſpaſſionate contideration.” — | | | 
This diſpoſition has been the great wheel and the main 


ſpring in the American machine of court politics. We 


have been told, that “ the word Rights is an offenſive 
expreſſion. That “ the King, his Miniſtry, and Par- 
hament, will not endure to hear Americans talk of their 
Kigbts.” That © Britain is the mother and we the chil- 
dren, that a filial duty and ſubmiſſion is due from us to 
her,” and that ve ought to doubt our own judgment, 
and preſume that ſhe is right, even when ſhe ſeems to us 
to ſhake the foundations of government.” That“ Bri- 
tain is immenſely rich, and great, and powerful, has fleets 
and armies at her command, which have been the dread 
and terror of the univerſe, and that ſhe will force her own 
judgment into execution, ws or wrong.” But tet me 
intreat you, Sir, to pauſe—Do you conſider yourſelf as a 
miſſionary of loyalty or of rebellion ? Are you not repre- 
lenting your K—, his Miniftry and Parliament, as tyrants, 
imperious, unrelenting tyrants, by ſuch reaſoning as this? 
Is not this repreſenting your moſt gracious Sovereign, 
as endeavouring to deſtroy the foundations of his own 
throne ?—Are you not repreſenting every Member of 
Parliament as renouncing the tranſactions at Runyn Mead ; 
oo meadow, near Windſor, where Magna Charta was 
igned,] and as repealing in effect the bill of rights, when 
the Lords and Commons aſſerted and vindicated the rights 
of the people and their own rights, and inſiſted on the 
King's aſſent to that aſſertion and vindication ? Do you 
not repreſent them, as forgetting that the Prince- of 
Orange was created King William by the People, on pur- 
Py that their rights might be eternal and inviolable !— 
s there not ſomething extremely fallacious, in the com- 
mon place images of mother country and children colo- 
nies? Are we the children of Great Britain, any more 
than the cities of London, Exeter and Bath? Are we not 
brethren and fellow - ubjects, with thoſe in Britain, only 
under a ſomewhat different method of legiſlation, and a 
totally different method of taxation ? But admitting we 


are Children, have not children a right to complain when 
12 their 
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parents are attempting to break their limbs, to ac 
niſter poiſon, or to ſel] them to enemies for ſlaves? Let 
me intreat you to conſider, will the mother be pleaſed, 
when you repreſent her as deaf to the cries of her chil- 
dren? When you compare her to the infamous miſ- 
creant, who lately ſtood on the gallows for ſtarving her 
child? When you reſemble her to Lady Macbeth in 
Shakeſpear, (I cannot think of it without horror) 


Who © had given ſuck, and knew 

« How tender 'twas to love the babe that milk'd her.“ 
But yet, who could 7525 

„ Even while twas ſmiling in her face, 

< Have pluck'd her nipple from the boneleſs gums, 

And daſh'd the brains out.“ 


Let us baniſh for ever from our minds, my countrymen, 
all ſuch unworthy ideas of the K—g, his Miniſtry, and 
Parliament. Let us not ſuppoſe, that all are become 
luxurious, effeminate and unreaſonable, on the other. fide 
the water, as many deſigning perſons would infinuate. 
Let us preſume, what is in fact true, that the ſpirit of 
liberty is as ardent as ever among the body of the nation, 
though a few individuals may be corrupted.— Let. us take 
it for granted, that the ſame great ſpirit, which once gave 
Cæſar ſo warm a reception; which denounced hoſtilities 
againſt John, *till Magna Charta was ſigned ; which 


ſevered the head of Charles the Firſt from his body, and 


drove James the Second from his kingdom; the ſame, 


great ſpirit (MAY HEAVBN PRESERVE IT TILL THE 
EARTH SHALL BE NO MORE |) which firſt ſeated the 
great grandfather of his preſent moſt gracious Majeſty 
on the throne of Britain, is ſill alive and active, and 
warm in England; and that the fame ſpirit in America, 
inſtead of provoking the inhabitants of that country, will 
endear us to them for ever, and ſecure their good-will. 
This ſpirit, however, without knowledge, would ba 
little better than a brutal rage. 
kindly cheriſh therefore the means of knowledge. Let us 
dare to read, think, ſpeak and write. Let every or 
der and degree among the _—_ rouſe their attention and. 
animate their reſolution. — Let them all become attentive 


to the grounds and t of government, eccleſiaſti- 


cal 


Let us tenderly and 


— — — — 6 by 
K—— — — —— e 


3 


— 


— 


dot are ation eas» v ——-—-„— —ð¾ 
» #* >, >, + Siri he. hugh 3 2 


ELL 
cal and civil, —Let us ſtudy the law of nature; ſearch 
into the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution ; read the hiſto- 
ries of ancient ages ; contemplate the great examples of 
Greece and Rome; ſet before us the conduct of our own 
Britiſh anceſtors, who have defended, for us, the inherent 
rights of mankind againſt foreign and domeſtic tyrants 
and uſurpers, againſt arbitrary kings and cruel prieſts, in 
hort againſt the gates of earth and hell.—Let us read 
and recollect, and impreſs upon our fouls the views and 
ends of our own more immediate forefathers, in exchang- 
ing their native country for a dreary, inhoſpitable wil- 
derneſs. Let us examine into the nature of that power, 
and the cruelty of that oppreſſion which drove them from 
their homes, Recollect their amazing fortitude, their 
bitter ſufferings ! The hunger, the nakedneſs, the cold, 
which they patiently endured ! The ſevere labours of 
_ clearing their grounds, building their houſes, raiſing their 
proviſions, amidſt dangers from wild beaſts and favage 
men, before they had time or money, or materials for 
commerce”! Recolle& the civil and religious principles, 


and hopes, and expectations, which conſtantly ſupported 


and carried them through all hardſhips, with patience and 


reſignation ! Let us recolle& it was liberty! The hope 


of liberty for themſelves and us and ours, which conquer- 


ed all diſcouragements, dangers and trials In ſuch - 
reſearches as theſe, let us all in our ſeveral departments 


chearfully engage ! But eſpecially the proper patrons and 
ſupporters of law, learning and religion. 285 

Let the pulpit reſound with the doctrines and ſenti- 
ments of religious liberty. Let us hear the danger of 
thraldom to our conſciences, from ignorance, extream 
poverty and dependance, in ſhort from civil and political 
flavery. — Let us ſee delineated before us, the true map 
of man. Let us hear the dignity of His nature, and the 
noble rank he holds among the works of Gop ! that con- 
ſenting to flavery is a ſacrilegious breach of truſt, as of- 
tenſive in the fight of God, as it is derogatory from our 
own honour, or intereſt or happineſs ; and that Go Al- 


AHGHT v has promulgated from heaven, liberty, peace, and 


geod-will to man 
Let the Bar proclaim, © the laws, the rights, the ge- 
nerous plan of power,” delivered down from remote an- 
tiquity; inform the world of the mighty ſtruggles, and 
nume 
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numbetleſs ſacrifices, made by our anceſtors, in the de- 


fence of freedom. —Let it be known, that Britiſh liber- 


ties are not the grants of princes or parliaments, but ori- 
ginal rights, conditions of original contracts, co-equal 
with prerogative, and co-eval with government. That 


many of our rights are inherent and eſſential, agreed on 


as maxims and eſtabliſhed as preliminaries, even before a 
parliament exiſted. — Let them ſearch for the foundation 


of Britiſh laws and government in the frame of human 


nature, in the conſtitution of the intellectual and moral 
world. There let us ſee, that truth, liberty, juſtice, and 
benevolence, are its everlaſting baſis ; and if theſe could 
be removed, the ſuperſtructure is overthrown of courſe. — 

Let the colleges jor their harmony, in the fame de- 


lightful concert. Let every declamation turn upon the 


beauty of liberty and virtue, and the deformity, turpitude 


and malignity of ſlavery and vice. —Let the public diſpu- 


tations become reſearches into the grounds and nature 


and ends of government, and the means of preſerving 


the good and demoliſhing the evil. Let the dialogues 
and all the exerciſes become the inſtruments of impreſ- 
{ing on the tender mind, and of ſpreading and diſtribut- 
ing, far and wide, the ideas of right and the ſeuſations 
of freedom. oe „ 5 


In a word, let every fluice of knowledge be opened | 


and ſet a lowing. The encroachments upon liberty, in 


the reigns of the firſt James and the firſt Charles, by 


turning the general attention of learned men to govern- 
ment, are ſaid to have produced the, greateſt number of 
conſummate ſtateſmen, which has ever been fecn in any 
age, or nation. The Brooke's, Hamden's Falkland's, 
Vane's, Milton's, Nedham's, Harrington's, Neville's, 
Sydney's, Locke's, are all faid to have owed their emi- 
nence in political knowledge, to the tyrannies of thoſe 


reigns. The proſpect, now before us, in America, ought, | 


in the fame manner, to engage the attention of every 


man of learning to matters of power and of right, that 


we may be neither led nor driven blindfolded to irretriev- 
able deſtruction. Nothing leſs than this wy to have 


been meditated for us, by ſomebody or other in Great 
Britain. There ſeems to be a direct and formal _— 
on foot, to enſlave all America.—This however muſt be 
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done by degrees. The firſt ſtep that is intended ſeems 
to be an entire ſubverſion of the whole ſyſtem of our Fa- 
thers, by the introduction of the canon and feudal law, 


into Amériea. The canon and feudal ſyſtems though 


W oparrgg in England, are not yet deſtroyed. 
ike the temples and palaces, in which the great contrivers 
of them were once "worſhiped and inhabited, they exiſt. 
im ruins; and much of the domineering fpirit of them {till 
remains,—The deſigns and labours of a certain ſociety, 
to introduce the former of them into America, have been 


well expoſed to the public by a writer of great abilities; 


and the further attempts to the ſame purpoſe that may be 


= made by that ſociety, or by the miniſtry or parhament, 1 


leave to the conjectures of the thoughtful.— But it ſeems 


very manifeſt from the Stamp Act itſelf, that a deſign is | 


formed to ftrip us in a great meaſure. of the means of 
knowledge, by loading the Preſs, the. Colleges, and even 
an Almanack and a News-Paper, with reſtraints and 


duties; and to introduce the inequalities and dependencies 


of the feudal ſyſtem, by taking from the poorer fort of 


people all their little ſubſiſtence, and conferring-it on a 
| ſet of ſtamp officers, , diſtributors and their deputies. — . 
* But I muſt proceed no farther at preſent. —The ſequel, 


whenever I ſhall find health and leifure to purſue it, will 
be a * difquiſition of the policy of the ſtamp act. ——— 
In the mean time, however, let me add, Theſe are not 
the vapours of a melancholy mind, nor the effuſions of 
envy, diſappointed ambition, nor of a ſpirit of oppoſition. 


to government: but the emanations of an heart that 


burns for its country's welfare. No one of any feeling, 


born and educated in this once happy country, can con- 
- ſider the numerous diſtreſſes, the groſs indignities, the 


barbarous ignorance, the haughty uſurpations, that we 
have reaſon to fear are meditating for ourſelves, our chil- 
dren, out neighbours, in ſhort for all our countrymen, © 


and all. their poſterity, without the utmoſt agonies of 


_ * heart, and many tears, W 
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